
SCHOLS NEWS 

 St Scholastica's College 
 4 Avenue Road, Glebe Point 2037 
 Phone: (02) 9660 2622;   www.scholastica.nsw.edu.au   
 When sending an email, please ensure you include your daughter’s name and year in the subject line  
 Email: office@scholastica.nsw.edu.au  
 To advise absences:  attendance@scholastica.nsw.edu.au   
 Uniform Shop: (02) 9552 2870 
 

 

Term 4:   Issue 17 8 December 2017 
 

From the Principal 

 
O Come Emmanuel! 

Advent and Christmas 
Blessing 

May the hope of this sacred 
season settle in your soul. 

May you give and receive love 
generously. 

May there be harmony in all 
your relationships. 

May you daily open the gift of 
your life with gratitude for the 
hidden treasures within. 

May the wonder and awe that 
fills the eyes of children be 
awakened within you. 

May the star that guided the 
three wise men also light your 
way. 

May you go often to the 
Bethlehem of your heart and 
visit the One who offers you 
peace. 

And may God bless you all this 
Christmas Season.  
Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I take the opportunity in this final newsletter of the 
year to give thanks for the contributions of all to the 
year that was 2017. It was a year of great 
achievements and significant individual and collective growth. Speech Night was 
the culmination of the year’s work and highlighted the many strengths across the 
College. The importance of our mission as educators within the Good Samaritan, 
Catholic tradition was highlighted across the evening and especially in Senator 
Malarndirri McCarthy’s Occasional Address. I was very proud to share the 
achievements of students and staff with families and our special guests, including 
Sister Agnes SGS and Sister Bernice SGS, Fran Warner (Chair of Members), Terry 
Creagh (Company Member), Alaina Ammit (Company Director) and Karen 
Debenham (President of the Ex-students’ Union). 
 
I thank the Sisters of the Good Samaritan for the rich charism that centres and 
enriches us and feeds our drive to be good stewards of that entrusted to our 
care. I especially acknowledge the Sisters in this, their sesquicentennial year. I 
thank Father Dominic Murphy and the clergy of St James Catholic Parish in Forest 
Lodge for their support of the retreat and liturgical life of the College. 

 
I thank all involved in the governance of the College, namely the Company 

Members, the Board of Directors and Good Samaritan Education, for their ongoing 

support and generosity of ministry, time, expertise and good will. 
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I thank the parents who have partnered with us in this 
important task of educating their daughters and 
those who have engaged in practical support of the 
College community. I name in particular the Nadile 
family, Vera and Marcello, for the long-term 
commitment they have made to providing coffee, 
servicing equipment and serving at school events 
over the last 13 plus years. I also thank the Galluzzo 
family for the generosity of FINCH Company in 
piloting the fantastic STEM program with us. The 
program is the envy of schools across Sydney. I look 
forward to the continuation of that partnership and 
the development of further partnerships in 2018. 
I thank all the staff, teaching and non-teaching, day 
and boarding staff, for the contribution each has 
made to the College and for the opportunities they 
have provided the girls.  

Finally, I thank our Schols girls. I hope each is as proud 
to wear the dove on her uniform, as we are to have 

her wear it. 
Congratulations to all 
girls who have met 
their annual goals and 
who have made a 
positive commitment 
to improving their 
learning, to being 
respectful and caring 
members of the community and to being of service to 
others. I thank in particular our student leaders, 
including those with titles and those without.   

As a College community, we have taken risks and we 
are continuing to strive for excellence in all we do. I 
look forward to continuing the journey in 2018, with 
the ongoing partnership and support of you all. 

May God bless you all this Christmas and bring joy 
throughout the New Year. 

 
Mrs Kate Rayment       

 
 

 

From the Assistant Principal – Teaching & Learning 

Year 10 Transition Program 
Monday and Tuesday this week saw all Year 10 
students take part in a transition program designed to 
help them begin the Stage 6 curriculum for Years 11 
and 12. In a recent survey, the students identified 
study skills, organisation and workload as their major 
concerns. The course was tailored to address these 
issues.   A sincere thank you to  the teachers who 
presented, including  Ms Howard, the Librarian, on 
research skills, Mr Tillyer and Mr Centrone on the use 
of IT and organisation of computers and our 
counsellors Jen and Lauren on dealing  with stress. I 
covered study skills and presented students with a 
small booklet on studying, to read during the 
holidays. The online study skills handbook to which 
we subscribe will also be useful in 2018.  Year 11s, in 
particular, have much work to do to continue on their 
HSC course and there is no time to waste. By 
maximising the use of holiday time, things will be 
easier when they return in 2018.   

To access the online handbook go to: 
www.studyskillshandbook.com.au  by logging in with 
the details below and working through some of the 
units: 
Username: schols 
Password: 4success 

Year 12 
A reminder that the HSC results are released on 
Thursday 14th December and the ATAR results on 
Friday 15th December. The College is hosting a 
morning tea on Friday 15th at 10am for all  Year 12s, 
and teachers will be present for some much needed 
advice on future directions. In particular, our Careers 
Advisor Ms Cousins, will attend to provide invaluable 
advice for the students based on their results and 
interests. 
 

First Day Back 2018 
Please note that the first day of the 2018 school year 
is Wednesday 31st January, with classes commencing 
for all years.  
 
In conclusion, congratulations to all our award 
winners at the recent Speech Night and to all 2017 
students for a wonderful year. Thank you also to all 
parents for the way they have supported their 
daughters. I wish everyone a safe and Holy Christmas.  
God Bless. 

 

 

 

 

Mr Adrian Eussen 

http://www.studyskillshandbook.com.au/


 

From the Assistant Principal – Pastoral Care & Wellbeing 
This year our Year 10 Camp took place at beautiful 

Collaroy. The students enjoyed a range of physical 

challenges like mastering archery and the flying fox, 

and enjoying a swim in the rock pool. The Homeroom 

teachers ran a series of workshops, and the students 

also participated in a series of presentations allowing 

them to reflect on their achievements of junior 

school, and identifying areas of ongoing challenge 

requiring focus moving into senior school. The 

students also worked on setting their own goals. A 

highlight of the camp was the joyful celebration of the 

Homeroom’s House cheers with healthy competition 

combining genuine celebration of everyone’s efforts. 

I congratulate the year group on their effort and 

maturity during the camp. 

Speech Night was a very happy celebration 

showcasing the breadth of achievments of the 

student body. We are all so proud of the award 

winners, and the depth of talent on display through 

dance, music and student participation was clear to 

see. It was also a pleasure at our recent assembly to 

see so many students awarded the Principal’s Award 

which marks the culmination of ongoing excellence 

and effort. Congratulations to all! 

Our Year 10 cohort have completed their Transition 

to Senior School Days this week. During these days 

the students worked with presenters in literacy, study 

and research skills, IT organsiation, developing 

personal resilience and exploring career options. The 

students also enjoyed the panel of ex-students who 

shared their experiences with Ms Spaulding, and the 

student leadership Q&A with some of our Year 12 

leaders. There were excellent questions from the 

Year 10s, and many enthusiastically collected 

nomination forms to submit in the first week in 2018. 

Our Music, Liturgy and Drama Prefects and our House 

Captains were inspiring in their presentations, and 

offered genuine welcome to the potential leaders 

from Year 10. 

The annual Boarding School Christmas dinner this 

week was certainly a jolly affair with a lovely meal and 

great company. I was able to speak to the girls and 

staff about the unique and very important 

contribution our boarders make to our school 

community, with their diversity of experiences, and 

their sense of connectedness to the College. I also 

talked about the joy of looking forward to going 

home, and the need to be gentle in our dealings with 

others as our families all now spend more time 

together, and our friendships shift with the changing 

nature of contact over the holidays.  

This time of year of course, is about more than just 

going home, or finishing school. It is this time of year 

where we celebrate the birth of Jesus and in doing so 

celebrate the birth of hope. May this be a time of 

hope and joy for all our students, staff and families. 

Thank you to all families for your ongoing support this 

year.   

House Cup 
Our House Cup this year reflects the new broad 

recognition of student contribution to the life of the 

College. In a full year Houses will collect points for 

achievement at Swimming and Sports Carnivals. As 

the Houses were launched after these events this 

year, they are not counted for 2017. The House Cup 

for 2017 has been based on the other part of point 

collection. This consists of points being awarded 

every time a student in a House achieves a Principal’s 

Award, and every time a student represents the 

College at a CGSSSA level or equivalent competition.  

Congratulations to all our students on the manner 

with which they have embraced the new Houses. Our 

House Captains and Prefects, assisted by the House 

Mentors have ensured our new system is off to a 

wonderful start! The enthusiasm of the Year 10s 

preparing to step into leadership positions as prefects 

next year promises great ongoing leadership.  

  

Our House Captains decided that when announcing the House Cup winners it was best to identify 

the top three scores, and to celebrate those. Congratulations to our highest scoring Houses: 

Hart, 385 

Byrne, 355 

Ronayne, 330 

Congratulations to Hart! Our inaugural winner of the new House Cup! 
 



 

From the Boarding School 

On 16th November we farewelled the Year 12 

boarders and many of their parents at the Year 

12 Formal held at Doltone House in Hyde Park.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 We had an Hawaiian Dinner, complete with 

leis, pineapple, bright colours and costumes   

 

 

The Orientation Day for Year 7s in 2018 proved to be a big weekend with a 

sleepover, a High Tea and Boarder’s Mass. Some fun activities included lip-gloss 

making and being amongst the first boarders to use the new table tennis table   

 

 

 

 

 



 

This Term we introduced the first of the “Behind the Boarder” series where a 2-minute video will be shown at 

each assembly to highlight a different hometown of the boarders…the first was Mudgee. 

The Year 10 

cohort donned their 

beautiful outfits for 

an outing to Darling 

Harbour for dinner. 

 

 

The BIG DAY OUT 

to Jamberoo was 

great fun…a BBQ 

lunch, the wave pool, 

the rides and a great 

day for it! 

 

 Boarder’s Got Talent – Thanks to Mrs Rayment, Ms Hutch and our 

Head Chef Ladda, for graciously agreeing to be the judges on the 

night.  There were many winning acts: the Year 11 BIG group;  

Kasmira Galvin who sang solo;  Grace Fuller’s amazing tap routine;  

budding director Kyla Allan’s debut short film, Black Umbrella v Red 

Tomato; as well as other fantastic solo performances by Kathryn Burke, Lara 

Mason and bush poet Hannah McMillan. 



I had the privilege of going to Darwin for the IYLP Graduation Dinner with 
Mrs Rayment and Ms McFadden. Along with their families, we celebrated 
the achievements of our two IYLP Graduates of 2017, Alice Dennison and 

Maci Johnson  

 The junior girls 
enjoyed a fun-filled 
day of sports 
activities and a BBQ 
at St Greg’s in 
Campbelltown. 
Thanks to the St 
Greg’s boarding staff 
for organising the 
day for the girls. 

 

We finished the year with the Boarders’ Christmas  dinner,    
sharing a meal with day and boarding staff who have worked throughout 
the year to keep the cogs turning. Joining the boarders were Ms Shaw, Mr 
Tedesco, Mr Riley, Fr Murphy, Mrs Taborda, Ms Ross, Miss Cooper, Ms 
Santika, Ms Beldan, Mrs Stenson, Ms French, Ms Petschler, Mr Eussen, Ms 
Favaloro, Mr Puntillo and Ms Quarmby. 
 

We wish all our boarding families a safe and joyous break, a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
Ms Nadia Mansutti   
Head of Boarding  

 

From the Commerce Department 
10 Commerce: Our Economy & Economic Growth Game by Jada Abboud 10.1 
While studying Our Economy this term, we have 
learned about the circular flow of income, the 
business cycle, and the interdependence of the five 
sectors of the economy: consumers, businesses, the 
government, finance and the international sector. We 
have also learned about how we contribute to the 
economy as consumers, along with the government 
and businesses.  

To further develop our knowledge and understanding 
of this topic, we recently participated in an interactive 
fast-paced game involving teamwork, trading and 
competition.  

Student reflections on how playing the ‘Economic 
Growth Game’ informed their knowledge of the 
circular flow: 

 “I had a first-hand look at the way the circular 
flow of income works, and I also had a chance to 
manipulate it.” 

 “It showed me how industries relied on each 
other to stay above the poverty line.” 

 “It enabled me to understand that all sectors of 
the economy must work interdependently in 
order for economies to function effectively.” 

Commerce has been an extremely rewarding and 
useful subject throughout the year, and will help us as 
we continue on to senior school and after high school. 

 

  Commerce 10.2 playing the ‘Economic Growth 
Game’ (November 2017) 
 

 
 
Ms Katrina McLean-Smith and Ms Lisa O’Brien 
Commerce Teachers 
  



 

From the Head of Mission  

 
A reminder to students interested in 

participating in the Australian Catholic 

Youth Festival in December, to please 

see Ms Vella for information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD SAMARITAN EDUCATION 
Immersion Programs for 2018 

 

In 2018, Good Samaritan Education will facilitate 

three Student Immersion Programs. The Immersion 

Programs are held annually and are open to students 

in Years 10 and 11.   Interested students are invited 

to submit an expression of interest to Ms Fran Vella 

before the end of Term 4, the formal selection 

process will begin in early 2018.   

For more information, please contact Ms Vella, Head 

of Mission by email:  fvella@scholastica.nsw.edu.au   

 

YR 10 IMMERSION to SANTA TERESA 

6 - 15 OCTOBER 2018 
The immersion experience to Santa Teresa provides 
the opportunity for three Year 10 students to visit a 
remote indigenous community in the Northern 
Territory. The week includes time spent at the 
community arts centre, the Catholic school and other 
community programs. With students from other GSE 
schools, girls are invited to enter into an indigenous 
community and meet the Good Samaritan Sisters 
who live with them! See Good Samaritan life in 
action! 
 

YR 11 IMMERSION - MINISTRY OUTREACH 

8 - 13 JULY 2018 
The Ministry Outreach program provides an 
experience for five Year 11 students and one 
member of staff who are willing to respond to the 
opportunity to live out our Good Samaritan 
Benedictine values. They will gain an insight into the 
lives of those in our community who face the daily 
challenge of poverty, homelessness and disability. It 
is an opportunity to respond to the gospel question – 
‘Who is my neighbour?’ in a very practical way. 
 

YR 11 IMMERSION to THE PHILIPPINES 

29 September – 7 October 2018 
Experience Good Samaritan Benedictine life and 
ministry in action 
The immersion experience to The Philippines 

provides the opportunity for two Year 11 students to 

join girls from other GSE Colleges to visit the Good 

Samaritan Kinder School and other Good Samaritan 

ministries in Bacolod. The week also includes time 

spent in Manila to learn more about the culture and 

history of The Philippines. 

  

To submit your expression of interest, please contact Ms Vella, Head of Mission by email:  

fvella@scholastica.nsw.edu.au 
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From the Visual Arts Department 

 
We have made it to the end of another year and once again I’d like to congratulate all our Visual Arts students on 
the wonderful work they produced this year. 

Congratulations to our Year 12 Visual Arts students Katriya Ng and Ruby 
Pedder whose Bodies of Work (BoW) have been selected for the 2018 
ArtExpress Exhibition (see next page). From 9,097 students who submitted 
Bodies of Works for the HSC Visual Arts Examination, 460 students were 
nominated for ArtExpress. A Body of Work is made up of a number of 
artworks usually related by theme or media. Katriya’s Drawing BoW was 
made up of twelve pieces and Ruby’s Textiles and Fibre submission was made 
up of seven works. Stay tuned for more details about dates and venues!                                            
 

 Well done to Ms Flood and our Year 8 students who spent the last few 
weeks of term producing Christmas themed linocuts which they made into 
beautiful cards to sell to raise funds for the Good Samaritan Foundation. 

A reminder to our Year 7 students and their parents: the girls will use their 
Year 7 Visual Arts Process Diary again next year. This helps them consolidate 
their Stage 4 mandatory studies in Visual Arts.  
 

There are a number of artmaking opportunities open to students over the holidays: 
 

• National Art School Holiday Workshops 
https://www.schoolholidays.nas.edu.au/ 

• Australian Film Television and Radio School 
http://www.aftrs.edu.au/short-courses 

• Museum of Contemporary Art MCA Youth 
Committee & Young Guides 
https://www.mca.com.au/learn/young-
creatives/guides/https://www.mca.com.au/me
dia/uploads/files/2018_Youth_Committee_Esse
ntial_Information_for_Applicants.pdf 

• Hazelhurst Regional Art Gallery and Arts Centre, 
Gymea  
http://www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au/files/a
ssets/website/documents/community/hazelhur
st/2017/summer-school-holiday-program-
brochure-2018.pdf 

 
There are also a number of exhibitions we are 
encouraging the students to visit: 

• Art Gallery of New South Wales: Rembrandt 
and the Dutch Golden Age; Glen Mackie and 
Daniel O’Shane; 
https://www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/whats-on/ 

• Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney: 
Pipilotti Rist https://www.mca.com.au/ 

• Australian National Gallery, Canberra: Hyper 
Real  https://nga.gov.au/ 

• Queensland Art Gallery and Gallery of Modern 
Art:  Gerhard Richter  The Life of Images; Yayoi 
Kusama The Obliteration room and Life is the 
heart of a rainbow;  Time and Tides Art in the 
Torres Strait Islands; Picasso’s The Vollard Suite  

https://www.qagoma.qld.gov.au/whats-
on/exhibitions 

• Murray Art Museum Albury: Land and Title 
http://www.mamalbury.com.au/see-and-
do/exhibitions/land-and-title 

• Bathurst Regional Art Gallery has a number of 
exhibitions including Montages: The Full Cut, 
1999-2015 Tracey Moffatt & Gary Hillberg  
https://www.bathurstart.com.au/exhibitions/u
p-coming/40-exhibitions/comingup/436-
unflinching-gaze-photo-media-and-the-male-
figure-2 

• National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne has 
several shows including Del Kathryn Barton’s, 
The Highway is A Disco and Akio Makigawa’s 
Spirit and Memory 
https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/whats-
on/exhibitions/current/ 

• Hazelhurst Regional Gallery and Arts Centre, 
Gymea 
http://www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au/Comm
unity/Hazelhurst/Whats-on 

• The Western Plains Cultural Centre, Dubbo: 
also has a number of exhibitions including 
Deborah Kelly’s, No Human Being is Illegal (in all 
our glory) 
https://www.westernplainsculturalcentre.org/f
uture-exhibitions-c24ks 

• Bega Valley Regional Gallery: Justene Williams, 
The Curtain Breathed Deeply 
https://gallery.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/cp_them
es/default/future-exhibitions.asp 
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• Tweed Regional Gallery, Murwillumbah: has 
several good exhibitions starting in early 
December including  Textaqueen’s Between you 
and me 
http://artgallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au/Exhibitions/
Coming 

• Penrith Regional Gallery and Lewers Bequest: 
Up in the Sky | Landing Points: Race, place and 

identity  Contemporary artists respond to 
Tracey Moffatt’s 1997 photographic series Up in 
the Sky 
http://www.penrithregionalgallery.org/exhibiti
ons/now-showing/ 

• White Rabbit Gallery: Ritual Spirit  
http://www.whiterabbitcollection.org/news/no
w-showing/ 

 

Have a lovely Christmas and a great summer holiday. 

Ms Vicki Armstrong 
Visual Arts Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Katriya Ng – Cities of Forever  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Ruby Pedder – Threaded Identity   
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From the Music Department 
Term 4 Music Report  
It has certainly been a busy term in the Music 
Department. Just in the past two weeks we have had 
a number of events:  annual instrumental soirees; a 
fund raising lunchtime concert; the Year 7 Talent 
Quest; Year 8 Music Cup; concluding with an 
outstanding performance at Speech Night. 
Congratulations to all the students who have 
committed to their musical ensembles this year.  

Year 7 Talent Quest Awards  

 1st place - Tahlia Dunne 7.2 with her highly skilled Baton 
Twirling  

 2nd Place - Georgia Clarke 7.5, a very accomplished flute 
player  

 3rd Place - shared  
o Samantha Janson 7.4 and Emilie-Rose O'Dwyer 7.4 --- 

Magic tricks 
o Sarah Goff-Tunks 7.6 and Kelsey Stoddart 7.7 --- dance duet 

Year 8 Music Cup  

• Overall cup winner – 8.2  
• 1st Place Soloist – Sascha Langsworth  
• Small Ensemble winner – 8.2 

Important Notice for Students Enrolling in the 2018 Music Program  
• All new and existing students are required to 

register via the below links for Private Music 
Tuition and Music Ensembles before Monday 
15th January, 2018.   

• Students who wish to take private music tuition 
at the College are required to participate in at 
least one College’s Music Ensemble.  

• Fees for private music tuition in 2018 will be $42 
per 30 minutes  

• A flat fee of $140 per annum is applied for 
students joining any instrumental music 
ensemble(s). 

• A registration fee of $20 per annum is applied for 
students ONLY joining College Choir and/or 
Ukulele Ensemble.  

For more 
information, 
please refer to the links below:  

Full Co-Curricular Music Information: 

http://bit.ly/2AIDs15 

Registration for any Instrumental Ensembles:  

https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.a

spx?E=28067 

Registration for students ONLY joining Choir and/or 

Ukulele Ensemble:  

https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.a

spx?E=28104 

Registration for Private Music Tuition:  

http://bit.ly/2z39YuZ 

Wangaratta Jazz and Blues Festival  
Congratulations to Year 9 student Tabetha Salmon, who was invited to perform at the 
Wangaratta Jazz and Blues Festival in November, and was a nominee at the Australian 
Songwriter Association awards night.  

“Wangaratta Jazz and Blues Festival 2017 was one of the most 
incredible experiences I have had. I had three performances, one 40 
minute solo performance on the community stage, one in St Pat’s Hall 
with Bridie King’s band and one in Holy Trinity Cathedral with Bridie 
King’s band. At the festival everyone had such positive vibes and 
passion for music. I loved it!” 

“Recently I attended the Australian Songwriter Association awards 
night where three of my original songs reached the top 30 in Australia 
in the YOUTH section.” 

http://bit.ly/2AIDs15
https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=28067
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From the Science Department 
Spectacular Science - Year 8 Students 
It was great to have the opportunity to 
accompany 40 Year 8 students to the 
University of Sydney to experience science 
lectures and workshops within the labs at the 
university. The lecturers were very impressed 
with the students’ broad understanding of 
issues in science and their skills of 
interpretation.  

 

Here is a report of the day by  
Ruby DeGouw, Year 8 
The University of Sydney excursion allowed us 
to experience being a Science student. The 
day started with a lecture and a series of experiments 
based on chemical reactions.  It was quite different 
from high school chemistry in that the experiments 
were of a much larger scale. The explosions were 
bigger, the effects were more extreme and the mess 
was more widespread. 

The lecture finished and we split into two groups; 
archaeology science and geological science. Those in 
the geology group were put into two subsets to work 
through different activities. One group started with 
participating in a forensic science murder looking at 
multiple sand samples and decide who was the 
murderer out of four. Meanwhile, the other class 
undertook a problem-solving activity based on 
Natural Disasters in other parts of the world. This 
game taught us about how minor countries have to 
think about where to spend their currency when a 
disaster hits their country. We also discussed tectonic 
plate movement across the slippery layer made from 
the crust and upper mantle of the earth, and discussed 
volcanic activity. 

After lunch, students attended a lecture by Dr Karl 
Kruszelnicki -  a charismatic, passionate, and well-
known Science communicator and author. His 
discussion included a series of topics such as 3D 
printing and how this has saved a young boy by 
providing him with a cast for his bronchi to allow him 
to breathe independently. He discussed solar energy 
and the issues with changing to a more sustainable 
system. He inspired us to think about the powers of 
DNA – who would have thought that there is enough 
DNA deposited on a water bottle to make it possible 
to recreate the drinker, but currently it would take 20 
years to process this information. 

The day spent at the University School of Chemistry 
was important for us since it offered a way to 
understand the vigorous work that is done by 
scientists in society and how scientists can make a 
difference at many separate scales. Being able to 
witness a mind like that of Dr Karl in person, in his job 
as a university professor, was amazing and I loved 
being at the University as it was an amazing 
opportunity.  

 

 



 

From the TAS Department 
The Great Schols Bake Off – Gingerbread House Competition. 
The cold, wet and winter-like weather was 
surprisingly perfect for a competition involving 
Christmas gingerbread houses. There were 26 entries 
this year with each one a unique interpretation of the 
Christmas theme. Thank you to each student who 
made the effort to create such extraordinary 
structures and decorate them so beautifully. They 
were a pleasure to judge and T1 looked more like a 
proper bakery getting ready for the festive season, 
rather than a high school kitchen. 

Both staff and students were amazed at the quality of 
each entry and they all found it very difficult to vote 
on their favourite one!  

Thank you to the TAS staff who helped with the set up 
and running of the competition. As the judges this 
year, they assessed each house on the following 
areas: originality, suitable theme, skill and creativity. 
Together they voted to award Mia Wallace and Gabi 
McAinsh with the overall First Prize. Congratulations 
ladies on your stunning Gingerbread House. 

Over 300 students and 20 staff members voted on 
and chose to award Isabella Whatmore and Stefanie 
Versace with the People’s Choice Award. 
Congratulations on an excellent effort. Thank you to 
all who came down to support the students and vote 
on their favourite house. 

We wish you all a safe and wonderful Christmas. 

Ms Celestina Ramos 
Teacher of TAS 
 

 

First Prize             People’s Choice Award  



 

From the English Department 
Year 7 English Speeches by Emma Jewell and Jacinta Halstead,7.4 
On Monday 20th November, three students from each 
Year 7 English class presented their wonderful 
speeches in the Trixie Forest Centre, twenty-one 
students in total expressing their chosen topic. All Year 
7 students had participated in class presentations with 
challenging topics. The speeches were excellent, some 
students chose the same topic and some were 
different. All the speeches had strong messages which 
were communicated to the audience. The twenty-one 
speeches were all intriguing, but there could only be 
one winner: Samantha Janson 7.4 who received a 
generous book voucher for her hard work.  2nd to 4th 
place winners were Tahlia Dunne 7.2, Grace Fuller 7.2 
and Mia Hallas 7.7. What a great achievement!      
   

        Mia Hallas      Samantha Janson   Tahlia Dunne   Grace Fuller 

Ms Anne Louise McGrowdie 

Teacher of English 
 
 

From the Library 
 
2017 has definitely been a busy year in the library! We have weeded the collection, allocated all fiction books into 
genres, packed up the library, moved to our new premises, unpacked the library and changed library management 
systems. The library has also supported teaching and learning by installing new educational software, including 
three Ebsco databases (for researching) and CiteMaker (for generating reference lists).  

Ms Forte has once again generated an amazing collection of books for our summer reading guide, and staff have 
been setting a great example by borrowing numerous titles. We welcome everyone to visit the library and stock up 
on our great selection of books for your 
holiday reading. 

This semester, I have thoroughly enjoyed 
being welcomed into several classrooms to 
teach research skills and have a chance to 
interact with students as a teacher. I hope to 
do more of these lessons in 2018. I wish to 
extend my gratitude to all staff and students 
for welcoming me with open arms to Schols, 
you made my transition to a new school and 
a new role much easier with your caring 
nature and friendly smiles. Merry Christmas 
and enjoy a well-deserved holiday! 

Mrs Tammy Howard 
Teacher Librarian 
 
  

An extract from Samantha’s winning speech, What’s Stopping You 

“You can do it if you believe in yourself, if you admit you can to yourself then you can, 

you can make a great start to doing something you really and truly love. What’s 

stopping you from doing the things you aspire to do? Nothing.” 

 



 

From Year 11 
Year 11 Report 
It has been a pleasure to work with Year 11 this year 
in my role as Guidance Coordinator. While it has been 
a long, challenging journey for the cohort as they 
adapted to the demands of senior study, they have 
persisted and persevered and have successfully 
completed their Preliminary studies.   
 
Along the way, some students have explored 
different pathways and I commend those students 
who have taken this alternate route. The traditional 
HSC model does not suit everyone and the Pathways 
Program provides another academic option.  

We farewelled a few students who are spreading 
their wings in the world of banking, hairdressing and 
other educational opportunities.  
 
Year 11 have worked consistently this year, and we 
recommend students use the summer break to 
reflect on what worked and what did not, and make 
some changes if needed. The HSC is all about 
persistence and discipline. Receiving a low mark on an 
assessment is something students can learn from. It 
is important for students to understand where they 

went wrong, target those areas and practise until 
improved.  
 
As 2017 draws to a close and we all look forward to 
the summer break, I congratulate the Year 11 cohort 
on their wonderful achievements this year and 
extend a very special thank you to the outstanding 
work of the Year 11 Homeroom Team:  

• Ms Sharrock 
• Ms Starr 
• Ms Julian 
• Mr Turk 
• Ms Unice 
• Ms Burton 
• Ms Sills 
• Ms Cousins 
• Ms Burgess 
• Ms Quarmby  

 
When the cohort returns in 2018, we hope they will 
be recharged and ready to tackle the challenges of 
the HSC. Best wishes for a well-deserved break Year 
11, take care of yourselves, your loved ones and each 
other.  

Ms Vicki Spaulding 
Year 12 Guidance Coordinator 

 

Sports News  
It has been an amazing year in the Sporting Department. 

Highlights include: the Dragon Boating team making it to the 

World Championships in Hungary; the Junior Water Polo team 

coming second at the NSWCCC Carnival;  the Cadet 1 team 

winning the Overall Cadet Trophy and many girls making the 

NSWCCC teams in their respective sports.  Over the past two 

weeks, various Schols’ teams have made it to a variety of Grand 

finals in a number of sports. This is a testament to our girls’ 

ongoing commitment to 

training and the continual 

development of teamwork 

skills. We thank all parents, 

students and supporters for taking part in our Sports Program and we look 

forward to growing the number of students who participate in Sport for the 

College. 

 

Cricket: 
Congratulations to the Year 8 Cricket representatives who competed in the state 

final of the Milo Gala Day competition. The girls won two of their three games, 

scoring enough runs to compete for the Bronze Medal. Unfortunately, the 

bronze medal was out of reach but it was a fine effort. Very well done ladies. 



Water Polo: 
Congratulations to Schols 1 and 3 Water Polo teams, 

both of which made it to the Grand Final. Both teams 

unfortunately lost, but to make it to the Grand Final of 

any competition is a tremendous achievement.  

Fantastic effort. 

 

 

 

Basketball: 
Congratulations to the Schols 1 Basketball team.  It does 

not get any better than going through an entire season 

unbeaten.  The Grand Final capped a tremendous team 

effort and hard work at all training sessions.   We are 

very proud of the Team.  

 

 

 

 Touch Football: 
Well done to the Schols 1 team which, although short on 

numbers, persevered to progress through to the Eastern 

Suburbs Touch Grand Final. Determination and excellent 

teamwork were not quite enough on the day and the 

team went down by a solitary point.  Amazing effort, girls.  

Well done.  

 

 

 

 

Rugby: 
Congratulations to both the Junior and Senior Rugby 7s 

teams which both made the Grand final against Barker 

College and Mercy College respectively. Our first 

season has been very successful and we thank all 

students for participating 

 

 

 



Volleyball: 
Good luck to the College representative Volleyball teams 

competing at the highest levels in the National Australian 

Schools Cup Volleyball competition this week. 

Congratulations: 

Junior: Emily Anderson, Keely Doherty, Angela Hatumale, 

Grace Hayman, Madena Jaffer, Alexia Saladino, Lucy Simic, 

Afeni Tabuai-Salee and Natalya Zimaras 

Senior: Sahej Chaudhary, Niamh Jones, Matilda Knaggs, 

Georgia Newman, Macey Smith, Lily Sherringham, and 

Deanna Zimaras 

Saturday Tournament: 

The following teams, competing in the Santa Sabina 

Volleyball Competition, made it to a medal match and the 

results are as follows: 

 Schols 1 v Santa:  Schols won gold 3 sets to nil. 

 Schols 3 v Monte:  Schols won Bronze 3 sets to nil. 

 Schols 4 v PLC:  Schols won Silver. 

 Schols 6 v Loreto:  Schols won Silver. 

 Schols 7 v Santa:  Schols won Gold 2 sets to 1. 

 Schols 8 v Monte:  Won Bronze 2 sets to 1. 

Well done ladies: 

 

Melbourne Playoffs on Saturday 9th December 
Good luck to our Volleyball teams playing in Melbourne on 
Saturday in the playoffs.  Our senior team has gone through 
the whole week undefeated and plays for the gold medal at 
10.30am. Good luck girls!  

 

 

Sports Reminders 

 Sports Registrations are officially closed. If you have 

not managed to register please ensure you email 

Jodie Osborne as soon as possible 

(josborne@scholastica.nsw.edu.au).  

 

 

Ms Jodie Osborne and Ms Courtney Gorman 

Sports Coordinator and PD/H/PE Teacher 

  



 

Match Report 

SPORT TEAM NAME OPPONENT RESULT 

Netball Clownfish BYE  

Netball Piranhas GNC Barinas Loss 12-15 

Netball Starfish LWNC Blackbirds Loss 10-17 

Netball Dolphins HNC Jewels Loss 20-2 

Netball Sharks RNC Finches Loss 35-5 

Netball Seahorses Schols Vipers Win 25-3 

Netball Vipers Schols Seahorses Loss 3-25 

Netball Swordfish TNC Moggies Win 35-17 

Hockey Schols 1 Rosebank Loss 

Hockey Schols 2 St Andrews Loss 

Hockey Schols 3 Rosebank Loss 

Hockey Schols 4 Glebe Loss 

Touch Schols 1 Monte Win 9-2 

Touch Schols 2 Monte Loss 9-3 

Touch Schols 3 Monte Loss 2-1 

Touch Schols 4 KRB Loss 3-0 

Touch Schols 5 Wenona Loss 5-0 

Touch Schols 6 BYE  

Water Polo Schols 1 BYE  

Water Polo Schols 2 St Clare’s Win 

Water Polo Schols 3 BYE  

Water Polo Schols 4 St Clare’s Loss 

Water Polo Schols 5 St Clare’s Loss 7-1 

Basketball Schols 1 SVC Win 

Basketball Schols 2 Loreto Loss 

Basketball Schols 3 Loreto Win 

Basketball Schols 4 BYE  

Volleyball  Schols 1 Monte Win 

Volleyball  Schols 2 Santa 
PYM 

Loss 

Volleyball  Schols 3 Santa 4 
Monte 

Loss 

Volleyball  Schols 4 PLS Loss 

Volleyball  Schols 6 Monte Loss 

Volleyball  Schols 7 MLC Win 

Volleyball  Schols 8 SGHS Win 

Volleyball  Schols 9 Loreto Draw 

Volleyball  Schols 10 PLS 
Brigidine 

Loss 
Loss 

Volleyball  Schols 11 MLC Loss 

Volleyball  Schols 12 Santa Loss 

Rugby Senior Mercy College Lost 

Rugby Junior Barker College 
Oakhill 

Lost 
Win 

Cricket Junior Marrickville Loss 

Cricket Senior Summer Hill Loss 

  



 

Careers News 
Mrs Jo Cousins 
Careers Counsellor & VET Coordinator 
Available Mon-Thurs 
Email: jcousins@scholastica.nsw.edu.au 

 
Australian Catholic University 
Sydney  - Info Day 
15 December. 12.00 to 3.00pm 
- 8-10 Berry Street, North Sydney 
- 25A Barker Road, Strathfield 
http://www.acu.edu.au/about_acu
/our_university/contact/events/kn
ow_your_options_information_ses
sions  
  
CQ Uni – Info Day 
Sydney– 15 December . 9.00am to 
1.00pm 
400 Kent Street, Sydney 
Online Chat – 18 December. 9.00am 
to 1.00pm 
https://www.cqu.edu.au/campaign
s/open-days  
  
Macquarie University – Info Day 
16 December. 9.30am to 3.00pm 
Balaclava Road 
https://www.mq.edu.au/about/eve
nts/view/get-future-ready-at-
macquarie-universitys-info-day-on-
saturday-16-december/ 
  
Southern Cross University 
Southern Cross Info Webinars 
If you cannot make it to an on-
campus info day, we will also be 
holding Southern Cross Info 
Webinars on: 
• 12 December 2017, 11am 
NSW time (10am Qld time) Bookings  
• 13 December 2017, 6pm 
NSW time (5pm Qld time) Bookings  
• 16 January 2018, 6pm NSW 
time (5pm Qld time) Bookings  
University of Notre Dame  
Up to end of December by booking 
an online session. 
http://www.nd.edu.au/events/201
7/course-advice-sydney  
  
University of Sydney – Info Day 
16 December 
http://infoday.sydney.edu.au/ 
 
UNSW – Info Day 
16 December 
https://www.futurestudents.unsw.
edu.au/info-day 
 

UOW South Western Sydney 
Campus Info Session 
21 November. 7.30pm  
33 Moore Street, Liverpool  
Register now. 
https://www.uow.edu.au/future/ev
ents/UOW230898.html  
 
UTS – Info Day 
16 December 9.00am to 2.00pm 
https://infoday.uts.edu.au/ 
  
WSU  Info Days 
16 November Campbelltown 
http://ticketing.westernsydney.edu
.au/tickets/register/51 
17 November Bankstown 
http://ticketing.westernsydney.edu
.au/tickets/register/48 
 
UTS Science in Focus - Disease 
detection at your fingertips  
29 November. 6.00pm to 7.30pm 
UTS Building 1, Great Hall 
Take your students to the University 
of Technology Sydney (UTS) to hear 
from two leading scientists who are 
working to create better disease 
detection and treatment 
technologies. Join Prof Dayong Jin 
and Prof Alaina Ammit for our final 
Science in Focus event for 2017. 
School groups welcomed, please 
book at science@uts.edu.au Visit: 
http://bit.ly/2hLPGvi 
 
UTS Insearch is providing 
alternative pathways to UTS.  
16 December. 9.00am to 2.00pm 
UTS Tower Building, Level 3, 15 
Broadway Ultimo, Sydney.  
Visit the UTS Insearch info stand. 
Talk about an alternative pathway 
to UTS and discover how they can 
help get to one of the world’s top 
young universities through higher 
education diploma programs.  
 
C.A.S Hawker Scholarship 
Closes 5 January 
The C.A.S. Hawker Scholarship is one 
of the most generous privately 
funded scholarships available to 
undergraduate and post-graduate 
students in Australia. Each 

residential scholarship is valued at 
up to $50,000 over 3 years. Visit: 
http://www.hawkerscholarship.org
/ 
Double degrees - Are they worth it? 
With the end of the school year 
coming up you might be considering 
heading to uni and studying a 
double degree. What this means is 
you’ll be completing two separate 
qualifications e.g. Law and Business, 
at the same time. Usually, it will take 
less time to complete a double 
degree than it would to do one 
degree after the other and you get 
to walk away with two shiny 
certificates on graduation day. 
There’s a lot of pros and cons that 
come with doing a double degree, 
so it’s worth sussing out whether it’s 
worth it before you enrol. 
https://year13.com.au/double-
degrees-worth-it/  
 
A career among the clouds?  
19 February 
Sydney Flight College has now 
opened expressions of interest for 
its flagship AVI50215 Diploma of 
Aviation (Commercial Pilot Licence - 
Aeroplane) course. Open to school 
leavers 18+. Tel: Matt Piers on 02 
9709 8488. More information at:  
http://www.sfcaero.com.au/trainin
g-packages/avi50215  
Register at: 
https://goo.gl/forms/muOq7eaM3Z
ofTLug1.  
 
Macleay Career Taster Workshop & 
Webinar Series for Students  
Choosing where to study is an 
important decision so we have 
developed a 4-part interactive 
webinar series and are running a 
Career Taster workshop to help 
students decide. Topics include: Uni 
vs. College: What’s the difference? 
I’ve finished year 12, now what? 
What to do if you didn’t get the 
ATAR? Register  in one (or all) events 
here:  
https://goo.gl/yNSN9a  
 

mailto:jcousins@scholastica.nsw.edu.au


 

From the Uniform Shop 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uniform Shop 
The Uniform Shop normal trading hours during term time are: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 9am to 2pm 

Regular trading will commence on Thursday 1st February 2018 
 

January Trading Days: 

Tuesday 23rd 9am to 2pm 

Thursday 25th 9am to 2pm 

Tuesday 30th 9am to 2pm 

Please be aware that there could be long waiting times on these days 
 

***All fittings are by appointment only, please call 
Jeneva on: 9552 2870*** 

 
Senior summer shirts have arrived and are ready for collection. 

 
Uniforms will be available for purchase on the day of the fitting. 

An order will be placed for any items not available. 

Summer and winter uniforms will be fitted. 
 

To book appointments online: 

1. Visit www.ranier.com.au; 

2. Click on Book Appointments in the lower right hand corner 

3. Enter the school password   stschol2037 

 

If you have a question or to book a fitting appointment,  

please call Mrs Jeneva Sweyda: 

Ph: 02 9552 2870 or Email: scholasticas@ranier.com.au 
 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2nd Hand Uniforms 
For all enquiries about purchasing second-hand uniforms, please send an email to: 

uniformroom@scholastica.nsw.edu.au or call the Front Office on 9660 2622. 

 

 

http://www.ranier.com.au/
mailto:scholasticas@ranier.com.au
mailto:uniformroom@scholastica.nsw.edu.au


 

Term Dates 2018 
 

Term Dates 2018 
Term 1 Wednesday 31st January Classes commence for all years 

Friday 13th April Last day of Term 1, College closes at 3:20pm,  

Term 2 Tuesday 1st May Classes commence for all years 

Friday 29th June Last day of Term 2, College closes at 3:20pm 

Term 3 Tuesday 24th July Classes commence for all years 

Friday 28th September Last day of Term 3, College closes at 3:20pm 

Term 4 
 

Monday 15th October Classes commence for all years 

Friday 7th December Last day of Term 4, College closes 3:20pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates Coming Up 
 

Friday 15th December ATARS released, brunch for Year 12s, 10am  
Tuesday 30th January Boarders return/orientation day 
Wednesday 31st January Classes commence for all years 
Friday 9th February St Scholastica’s Day 
  

 


