
 

From the President 

With so many happenings both at the College and with the Order of the Sisters 
of the Good Samaritan last year, this past year has been smooth sailing with 
the new House system in the College being well accepted by the students and 
the new leaders of the Sisters settling into and enjoying their new roles. The 
building of the new residence for the Sisters on the old Polding Villa site has 
been completed and the Sisters have moved in. There will be more on this 
later in this newsletter.  

The 2018-Year 12 Graduation Ceremony and Mass was held at the magnificent 
St Mary’s Cathedral for the first time and what a fitting way to celebrate six 
years of high school with both the College Choir and Orchestra providing 
beautiful music for the occasion. 

The College’s Speech Night was again held at the 
Convention Centre. It is such an honour to attend 
these special events and hear the wonderful 
achievements of the girls. I had the honour of 
presenting prizes to Year 11 and our Ex-students’ 
Community Spirit award to Ashley Chatelier who is 
one of the College’s Co-Captains for 2019 with 
Alexandra Zogopoulos. 

One great achievement of the College that I must 
mention is the success of its Dragon Boat Teams at the 
World Championships in Hungary last June. The Under 
16s team won Gold in the 200m and 500m, the Under 
18s team won Silver in the 500m and the 20s team 
won Gold in the 2 km event. It is extraordinary to have 
achieved World Champion status across such a range 
of events. 

This success obtained national coverage on Channel 9 
– see link if you wish to view it: 
https://twitter.com/9newssyd/status/102566395405
8530816?s=21.  The Ex-students’ Union was able to 
provide some sponsorship towards the expenses for 
this event. 

The Mass honouring the deceased Sisters of the Good 
Samaritan, which is held on the first Sunday in 
November, is a well-attended event by both ex-
students and families of the deceased Sisters. All ex-
students are welcome to attend this event. 

The College had two twilight Open afternoons in 
March this year which were both well attended by 
prospective families. We had many visitors to our stall, 
and we were able to give them information about the 

College and the work of the Ex-students Union. Thank 
you to Anne Wells, Carmel Vanny (Pye), Maureen 
McCluskie and Win McCluskie for helping. 

I would like to thank our Ex-students for their 
continuing support of our Bursary Fund and the Good 
Samaritan Foundation (Education) Fund. We were 
delighted to receive a generous donation from the 
Class of ’68 resulting from their 50-year reunion. 
Please remember our Bursary Fund when organising 
your milestone reunions as there are so many 
students in need of our support. 

Our 95th anniversary reunion was successful. 
However, our numbers were far less than usual. We 
do go to a lot of effort to make this a very enjoyable 
day for all and do hope that many more will join us this 
year. Our Mass is always inspiring with great music 
too. As many ex-students as possible participate in the 
Mass whether it is in singing, readings or the Offertory 
procession. This year we welcomed Fr. David 
Braithwaite, SJ, as our celebrant. Fr. David is the 
founder and Director of the Cardoner Project at 
Broadway. The Cardoner Project is a not for profit 
student- focused hub for volunteering and its mission 
is to deepen the human, spiritual and intellectual 
formation of young adults grounding them in a love of 
the poor in the service of the Church. They provide 
formative experiences of service thereby creating 
Australia’s next generation of leaders as 
compassionate, faithful and dedicated members of 
society. Fr. David will be celebrating again with us this 
year so come along to meet him and hear his 
interesting stories. Following Mass, we have a relaxing 



lunch in the Trixie Forest Centre where we are 
welcomed with a glass of champagne. 

Congratulations to the class of 2018 on their great 
achievements in the HSC. We welcome them to join us 
now as Ex-students.  

I would like to thank the College, the Sisters of the 
Good Samaritan and our Ex-students for their 
continued support of our Ex-students’ Union. 

Karen Debenham (Gillespie ’67)  

President 
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The Ex-Students’ Union Aims To: 

• Work closely with the College to provide support 
in various activities, promote loyalty, friendship 
and support amongst Ex-Students. 

• Provide support to the Good Samaritan 
Foundation. 

• Provide bursaries to daughters of Ex-Students 
who, due to unforeseen circumstances, require 
financial assistance. 

 

 

 Ex-students from the Class of ’63 at the Annual General 

Reunion 2018 L-R: Kathy Bognar (Kalaszi), (Dianne Ponder 

(Pont), Noreen Mostyn (McDonald), Trish MacRae 

(Grannall) and Louise Mara (Taffa). 

 

 

 

 

The Ex-students stall at the College’s Twilight Open Day. L to R: 
Carmel Vanny (Pye), Karen Debenham (Gillespie), Anne Wells and 

Maureen McCluskie. 

The Ex-students Union is holding their Annual Reunion on Sunday May 26 and we would love to see as many 
“old girls” there as possible. 

 The Reunion commences with a Mass in the Chapel at 12 noon followed by lunch in the TFC. Cost is $40 per 

person. 

For further details please contact Karen Debenham:  
karendebenham@optusnet.com.au 

4B/22 King Street 
Wollstonecraft NSW 2065 

Phone:  0419 999 084 

 



From the Principal 

 

Schols is a school like no other. This is the phrase that 
appears now on our College’s promotional material. 
It is there because it is true. Schols is a unique and 
very special place and community, made so by the 
many elements that build her character. It was true 
when the school opened in Pitt Street in 1878 as it is 
today in 2019. 

In 2018 we launched our new website and portals and 
our new style guide. We developed an ecclesial 
approach to Mission across the College, engaging 
more meaningfully in the prayer and liturgical life of 
the Church. We also opened the new Subiaco wing - 
Stage 1 of the Master Plan and completed the design 
and development of Stages 2 and 3.  

We integrated the Tactical Teaching Reading strategy 
across all KLAs, conquered Personalised Learning 
Plans, honed individual Pastoral Plans, and developed 
a consistent approach to high quality assessment and 
curriculum management.  

The House system was consolidated, student 
leadership structures were firmly established, and 
new badges and House ribbons designed. 

The growth of the STEM program and increased 
partnerships with universities, including the 
Biotechnology and Coding partnerships with the 
University of Sydney; the Engineering partnership with 
the University of Technology, as well as our ongoing 
partnership with Creative Technologies company, 
FINCH, have enabled students to confidently engage 
in a wide range of challenging and exciting endeavours 
in fields often dominated my males. Girls have been 
engaged in scientific studies through the Space Camp 
in the United States and working in a radio link with 
the International Space Station, mentored by a retired 
Physics Professor from Sydney University. A 
Mathematics Professor from UTS is also working with 
some of our gifted Maths students through the CSIRO 
STEM mentoring program.  

Year 9 students Lili Geddes-Korb and Gabriella Ladu 
addressed a conference in Melbourne on STEM 
education and Lili was keynote speaker at the 
Creatables evening at the FINCH workshop in 
Paddington. 

The formidable Year 10 Debating team comprising - 
Enya O’Neill, Lauren Daluz, Scarlett Scott, and Bridget 
Fredericks, won the CDSA Sydney wide debating 
competition for the fourth year running and competed 
for the fourth time in the State Championships, which 
they have won twice. 

Last year, the Sydney Children’s Choir - Gondwana 
Choir - came to us. The choir was established with a 

base at Schols to 
enable maximum 
participation by 
our talented 
indigenous 
students. The 
indigenous art 
class continued 
and the 
Miyaymiyay 
Indigenous Dance Group continued to develop under 
the guidance of Aunty Raymah.  

The engagement of over 90% of students in voluntary 
sports and the success of many individuals at regional, 
state, national and international levels, including our 
Dragon-boating World Champions, are the result of 
the extensive and highly successful sports program.  

Students from China, Korea, Thailand, Taiwan and 
Dubai joined students from Halls Creek, Arnhem Land, 
Katherine, Coen, Burke, Walgett, Brewarrina, 
Tamworth, Dubbo, Gundagai, Nowra, Garbutt, 
Bombala, Griffith, Leeton, Gunnedah, Moree, 
Mudgee, Adjungbilly and all around Australia in the 
wonderfully diverse boarding community that 
enriches so much the already diverse metropolitan 
community.  

But Schols isn’t just about diversity and outstanding 
academic, cultural and sporting opportunities, effort 
and successes. Schols is a place with great heart for 
the poor and marginalised – A deep spirit that has 
been gifted to us by the Sisters of the Good Samaritan. 

In 2018 we raised nearly $25,000 for charity, including 
$16,000 for the ministries of the Sisters via the Good 
Sam Foundation, and $2,500 to the Drought Appeal. 
The annual Winter Appeal cash donation to St Vincent 
de Paul was replaced this year by a Sock Appeal and 
contributions were made, again, to the Marion 
Centre’s Christmas Hamper Appeal today. 

Students attended Good Samaritan immersions in 
Santa Teresa and the Philippines and participated in 
Ministry Outreach, working for aid agencies 
throughout Sydney during the July school holidays.  

Schols truly is a school like no other. It is a warm, 
balanced, earthy, diverse, dynamic, innovative, 
creative and caring community of people who look out 
for each other and for strangers. It is a place of great 
contrasts, of diversity, of peace and harmony. It is a 
place of great heart and The Good Samaritan charism 
that breathes through the school is really what makes 
the College so special 

Kate Rayment (Principal). 



Good Sams Foundation 

After almost 5 years of consultation, planning and construction phases, the 
Good Samaritan Sisters’ new convent has now been blessed and the sisters 
are settling into their new home, St Scholastica’s Convent. The new 
contemporary-designed convent sits on the former Polding Villa site which 
was closed in 2005. 

Set over 2 storeys, the interior of the convent is spacious, light-filled, 
uncluttered and homely. It has 12 bedrooms (most with ensuites) and 2 
independent units, a central open-plan kitchen and dining area, 3 smaller 
communal living areas with kitchenettes, and a dedicated prayer space. The 
building also has disability access, a lift and a parking area in the basement. 
It is a “place to call home” for the sisters and takes into account the needs of 
a religious community in the 21st century both as far as personal needs are 
concerned and the needs of a community of women living together. It will 
also be a place of hospitality for the sisters and other visitors. 

The building is mostly made of concrete slabs, floors and walls which create 
a thermal mass so that the temperature does not fluctuate and in the same 
way as it does with other building materials. They were also conscious that 
the building would blend in with the streetscape. The old Polding Villa car 
park is now a garden that is sustainable and ecological but also enhances the 
beauty of the streetscape.   

 

 Pictured outside their new home are Sisters 
Elizabeth Brennan, Maree Stanley, Pam and 
Cecily Pullen (Schols Ex-students) and Carmel 
Bambridge.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow the Good Sam Foundation on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/goodsamsfoundationAus 
 

Go to http://goodsamsfoundation.org.au/good-sams/ to 
see some of the great work the Good Sams are doing 

within the community. 
 

If you are interested in supporting the work of the 
Foundation, would like to organise a fundraiser, make a 
donation or have other ideas for support, please contact  
Catherine Cresswell on phone: (02) 87525313 or email: 

ccresswell@goodsams.org.au 

 

https://www.facebook.com/goodsamsfoundationAus
https://www.facebook.com/goodsamsfoundationAus
http://goodsamsfoundation.org.au/good-sams/
http://goodsamsfoundation.org.au/good-sams/
mailto:ccresswell@goodsams.org.au
mailto:ccresswell@goodsams.org.au


News from the Good Sams 

Jubilees 
Congratulations to the Good Sams celebrating jubilees this year: 

• Platinum Jubilee (70 years professed) – Sr Joan Sexton 

• Diamond Jubilees (60 years professed) - Sisters Pam Pullen, 
Bernadette McDonnell and Gemma Cahill.  Although Sr. Gemma is not 
a Schols Ex-student, she taught at the College for many years and is well 
known by many of us. 

 
St Bridget’s Marrickville 
After 140 years, the Sisters of the Good Samaritan are leaving the Parish. 
 
Mt St Benedict Centre, Pennant Hills 
The Mt. St Benedict Centre at Pennant Hills closed on 14 March 2019.  The 
property was handed over to Good Samaritan Education for use by Mt. St 
Benedict College.  

 Milva Nagle (Fazzari ‘79) and 
Luisa Melacrinis (Vigolo ‘79) at the 
Mass for Deceased Sisters of the 
Good Samaritan, November 2018. 
 

Ex-Students News 

90th Birthday Celebrations 

Congratulations to the following ex-students who celebrated 
90th birthdays since our last newsletter: 

 Carmel Gazal (Malouf) was given a surprise party at the 
Kirribilli Club last June by her family.  Pictured   are Pam Gallagher 
(Goldstein), Carmel Gazal (Malouf) and their mutual friend Rita 
McLauglin 

 

 

Sr Joan Sexton → 
celebrated with her family 
at her home last 
November.  

 

Carmel Keys (Gilchrist) celebrated with her family and 
friends last August. Many of you will remember the 
great contributions Carmel made to our Ex-students’ 
Union during her presidency. Carmel was recently 
honoured at the Jean Arnot Luncheon held in the 
Strangers Dining Room at Parliament House, Sydney. 
This lunch is organised by the National Council of 
Women of NSW and the Business and Professional 
Women of Australia. Carmel was sponsored for this 
honour by the Australian Church Women of NSW Inc. 
and the Catholic Women’s League Australia. The 
luncheon honours ladies in their 90s who have 
contributed to their communities in a variety of ways 
to improve the status of women. Carmel has served on 
Parish Councils in NSW and Victoria as well as on 

Liturgy 
Committees. 
She has been a 
member of the 
Steering 
Committee for 
Diocesan Planning and the Ecumenical Commission of 
Broken Bay. Carmel was President of the Australian 
Church Women NSW from 2006-2008. She has been 
noted for her commitment to ecumenism and the 
concern for the welfare of fellow members. Carmel 
has also been involved in works in the Philippines for 
the Asian Pacific Scholarship Fund for women in the 
area through the ACW and sponsors 5 students 
personally. We are proud to honour such a caring and 
generous person as one of our ex-students. 



 
Ex-Student Dawn Kanelleas (‘81)  

Dawn Kanelleas was 
the guest speaker at 
the College’s speech 
night in 2018. As well 
as being a Board 
Director for Schols, 
Dawn is a senior 
Portfolio Manager at 
Colonial First State 

Global Asset Management. 

Dawn has worked for over 20 years in the investment 
industry and she is consistently ranked among the top 
five female investment managers in the world.   

Dawn admits she was a science ‘nerd’ at school who 
loved English and had no idea that her love of science 
would lead to a career in finance. She did not study 
Economics or Commerce in her senior years but 
always topped the class in Commerce in junior years.  

Dawn obtained a Bachelor of Science degree with First 
Class Honours in Physical Chemistry, a PhD in 
Chemistry from the University of Sydney, and was 
awarded a Post-Doctoral Scholarship at Oxford 
University. She also holds a Graduate Diploma in 
Applied Finance and is a graduate of the Australian 
Institute of Company Directors.  

 

 

Ex-Student Louise Taylor (‘94) 
Louise Taylor became 
the eighth permanent 
magistrate of ACT 
Magistrates Court 
when she began her 
role on September 10.  
 
Ms Taylor has over 15 
years of experience as 

a lawyer in the ACT, including specialist experience as 
a prosecutor in criminal law. She also has experience 
in offices such as the Commonwealth and ACT 
Directors of Public Prosecutions, and has involved 
oversight of the ACT’s Family Violence Intervention 
Program. 

As the deputy CEO of Legal Aid ACT since 2014, Ms 
Taylor has had direct management of the Legal Aid 

Commission’s litigation practice, specifically in the 
areas of family and criminal law. 
 
Attorney-general Gordon Ramsay says Ms Taylor’s 
wide-ranging experience in criminal prosecution and 
defence, particularly in the ACT, as well as her 
contribution to the ACT community in volunteer roles, 
will make a significant contribution to enhancing 
access to justice outcomes at the ACT Magistrates 
Court.  
 
“Ms Taylor will also bring the lived experience of an 
Aboriginal woman to the Court.  She will be the ACT’s 
first Aboriginal judicial officer,” Mr Ramsay says. 
https://citynews.com.au/2018/new-magistrate-
appointee-makes-eight/ 

 

Reunions 

Class of 1968 
On reading “The Good Sams, Sisters of the Good 
Samaritans 1857 to 1969” by Margaret Walsh, I just 
thought how happy I was to be a Good Sam student (St 
Ita’s, St James’ Forest Lodge and then St Scholastica’s 
from 1955 to 1968). What a history of compassion, 
adventure and service that I felt privileged to have 
experienced! 

Our 50-year reunion was generously held at the home 
of Elizabeth O’Reilly (Talese) in Hunters Hill on Saturday 
23 February this year. We had a very successful lunch. 
There were 19 ex-students and many apologies. We 
were the class of ‘68 and the second year of the 
Wyndham System. In year 11 we had students from 
Rosebank, Marrickville and Schols all working together 
with Mother Mary De Lourdes as our Principal.  



After our initial friendly greetings, some of us only seeing 
each other for the first time in 50 years, we came together 
to remember the teachers and students who had passed 
especially Sr Helen Lombard, Maureen Keeley (Pola) and 
Frieda Carydias.  We all had great memories to recollect 
and fun stories. The spirit of the Good Sams gleamed 
through our group, as a gentle caring community of 
women with much love for each other, much laughter and 
a generosity of spirit. We also supported the Bursary fund 
with generosity on the day. 
Thank you to Karen Debenham for encouraging us to 
proceed with having the reunion and for suggesting a 
donation to the Bursary Fund. We had three students 
present who had received scholarships and they were so 
grateful. This was unbeknownst to many of us present. 

We thank the Good Sams for their model of faith, service and generosity of spirit which is at the foundation of who 
we are as Christians in our modern world. 
 
In attendance were: Carmel Babos (Fitzpatrick), Kathy Chegwidden (Cording), Maureen Dolle (Smith), Helen 

Finlayson (Fenaughty),Cathy Gallo (Galluzzo), Mary Gray (Hall), Grace Gullo (Leotta), Liz O’Reilly (Talese), Liz 

McCarthy (Pettit), Jean Mc Dougall (Sr Veronica), Sharon McGee, Anne O’Donoghue, Sosi Stevenson (Hagopian), 

Mary Taylor, Stephanie Trevenen (Sadgrove), Sevasti Triandiafyllou  (Kefaloukou), Christina Truant (Favoloro), 

Rosemary Vass (McDonald), Rhonda Venerables. Apologies Sr Patty Fawkner, Carla Leonardi (Mazzina), Jana Juanas 

(Hofer), Yvonne Henderson (Addrizzo), Maria Di Cara. 

Cathy Gallo (Galluzzo ‘68) 

 

Class of 1970 
My friends from the Class of ’70 meet up either at a 
restaurant or at one another’s home in the last week of 
September each year to celebrate our birthdays which all fall 
in September and we all were born at St Margaret’s Hospital, 
Darlinghurst – incredible coincidence!   

Recently some of the girls joined me to sing with the Sydney 
Philharmonia in their Christmas extravaganza at the Sydney 
Opera House.  What a memorable occasion it was.  

Back row: Jennifer Fuller (Dunn), Julieann Pearsall 
(McKenna), Liz Scott (Mary Jurd), Margaret Malcolm 
(McCluskie), Fiona Dawson (Kenny) front: Gail Putland 
(Lyons) and Susan Gandy. 

Susan Gandy (’70) 

 

Class of 1973 
The class of 1973 met again at Ann Robinson’s (Olson) 
house again last May.  

We have somehow managed to get together quite a 
few times with attendances up and down over the 
years: 1990, 1993, 2003, 2008, 2013 & 2018. Someone 
made a comment that we should meet more often as 
we get older, so we now try for every 5 years, as 10 
was too much of a gap. More old friends have been 
found with many finds courtesy of the internet which 
has been a boom for finding people. Each time we 

meet we can generally come up with one or two more 
of our classmates. 

Some stalwarts didn't make it and were sadly missed. 
New connections are always welcome. The 
camaraderie is still there, and we just pick up where 
we left off last time. The pleasure of the company of 
old friends is such a good feeling. As we go into 
retirement it is good to discuss work, family and 
grandchildren. 



 

Class of 1977 
The class of 1977 had an informal reunion at the Harold Park 

Hotel on Sunday 11th November. Fourteen ladies attended 

and had a fabulous afternoon catching up.  

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Reunions 

Class of ’59 – 60-Year Reunion 
The leaving class of ’59, the commercial class of ’58 
and the intermediate class of ‘57 are holding their 60 
year reunion on Sunday 26 May 2019 at the College in 
conjunction with our Annual General Reunion.  Please 
contact Carmel Kennedy (Barry) by email 
carmel.kennedy@hotmail.com or phone 0405 316 
916 for further details. 

Class of ’69 – 50-Year Reunion 
The School Certificate class of 1967 and the HSC class 
of 1969 will be holding a reunion on either August 3rd 
or 4th. It will take the form of lunch. The exact day and 
venue are yet to be finalised. There will also be an 
opportunity to visit the school as a number of former 
students have not been back since leaving.  We would 
love to see as many of our classmates as possible so 
please save the date when announced. The reunion 
has a Facebook page and a weekly update sent out 
each week. If we have not caught up with you yet 
could you please contact either Margaret or me at an 
email address below? Also, if you are still in contact 
with any former classmates could you pass this 
information on?  Looking forward to reconnecting in 
the future. 

• Margaret Gilmartin: simcal@hotmail.com 

• Pat Williams   patewill@hotmail.com 

Pat Williams (McLaughlin) 

 

 

 

 

Our Newest Ex-Students: The Graduating Class of 2018 

Congratulations to the graduating class of 2018 on 
their wonderful achievements in the NSW Higher 
School Certificate. 172 year 12 students sat for the 
HSC and 17 Year 11 students accelerated in 
Mathematics completed the HSC with 3 of those 
students achieving a result above 90%. 
 
There were 62 students on the distinguished achievers 
list for gaining above 90 in one or more subjects and 
120 Band 6 results (90% or more in that subject). 
 
The top three known ATAR’s are 99.0, 99.85 and 
98.55.  The College’s Dux is Ana Otaegui-Campos and 

two students (Lily Rodgers and Jordan Myers) were 
named on the All-Rounders list having gained results 
above 90% in at least ten units of study.  The highest 
HSC mark attained was 100% in Mathematics. 
 
HSC Showcase and Exhibition Nominations and 
Selections: 

• Lily Rodgers was nominated for Artexpress and 
OnScreen. 

• Elizabeth Kelly was nominated for Artexpress. 

• Anna Musarra and Isabella Morgan were 
nominated for Shape. 

Schols Memorabilia: Remember this? 

 

mailto:carmel.kennedy@hotmail.com
mailto:carmel.kennedy@hotmail.com
mailto:simcal@hotmail.com
mailto:simcal@hotmail.com
mailto:patewill@hotmail.com
mailto:patewill@hotmail.com


Sister Clare Memorial Award - Dux of 2018 

The Sister Clare Memorial Award is presented to the 
St Scholastica’s student who achieves the highest 
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) in the HSC 
Class of the previous year provided she is continuing 
on to tertiary studies.  The award is in memory of 
Sister Clare Slattery sgs MBE who died on 18 October 
1980 after a long and distinguished teaching career at 

St Scholastica’s College.  Ana Otaegui-Campos 
achieved the highest ATAR of 99 and was also named 
Dux on the College in 2018. Ana will be presented with 
her award at the annual reunion on 26th May. Ana has 
commenced Actuarial studies at the University of New 
South Wales. 

 

 

Obituaries 

 
Vale Monica Sparkes sgs (‘51
Monica Mary Sparks was born on 18 
April, 1934, to William and Sabina 
Sparks nee Corlis. Monica described 
herself as a much loved and much 
anticipated child. Her father was her 
hero and mate and her mother helped 
form her creative and sensitive 
daughter in wonder and delight.  
At a young age at St Dominic’s School 
Kandos, Monica developed an earnest spiritual life; 
her keen sense of social justice earned her the name 
“Sparksfire”. She was popular and a natural leader. 
Monica won a bursary to secondary school at St 
Scholastica’s, completing her leaving certificate in 
1951. 
On leaving school, Monica returned to Kandos. She 
helped with teaching Grade 5 until she entered the 
Good Samaritan Novitiate on 2 July 1953. Monica was 
given the religious name of Sr Mary Dominic but later 
returned to her baptismal name. 
 
Monica made her first profession of vows on 6 January 
1956, followed by teacher training at St Scholastica’s 
Glebe. This led to a rich and rewarding career in 
teaching in our Good Samaritan Colleges for close on 
20 years. Always a warm and deeply caring woman, 
Monica did further study in pastoral care. This led to 
Monica and Sr Marcia Magill opening in 

1988 a house which became known as 
the House of Sacred Space. Here adults 
were offered space for rest, reflection, 
retreat and the chance to be listened to. 
Having trained as a masseuse, Monica 
was also able to offer massage to the 
guests. She volunteered at Malawa 
women’s prison where she also offered 
massage. 

 
Monica gained her Masters of Pastoral Studies in 
Chicago and then returned home to Australia. She 
offered spiritual direction and counselling at Najara 
near Nambour, and then developed a passion for eco-
spirituality. After a fulfilling life of loving service 
Monica moved to a retirement village at Galston in 
February 2014 where she continued her interest in 
eco-spirituality, but at a slower pace. 
 
Monica was an enthusiastic lover of life; her 
spirituality was profound. She painted, sang and 
danced! Knowing with certainty that she was loved by 
God, family, friends, students, colleagues and Good 
Samaritan Sisters, she too loved deeply. Monica 
moved to Bethany Hostel at Eastwood on 19 March 
2018 following a marked deterioration in her health. 
She died peacefully in December 2018.  

 

Vale Marie Catling 
Marie Catling (Rubie) attended St 
Scholastica’s during the years of WWII. 
The memories she related of Schols 
during this time were always of fun and 
frivolity, lots of netball and tennis, 
singing in the choir and teachers who 
were passionate, interested and 
unrelenting. She remained close to 
some teachers, most notably Sr Xavier 

whom she worked with many years 
later, compiling the letters of 
Archbishop Bede Polding for 
publication.  Her admiration for Sr 
Xavier never waned and Marie was 
rightly proud of what they achieved 
together. 
Like so many of her contemporaries, 
Marie was a great fan of Sr Clare, and 



with a group of her classmates she founded the Sr 
Clare Memorial Award, knowing that a firm belief in 
the value of girls' education was a rarity in their time, 
and all the more worthy of recognition.   
Following school Marie attended Business College and 
found her niche in secretarial work. She had a knack 
for numbers and organisation. Little more than a 
decade after the war ended she set off for the UK and 
Europe where she enjoyed a working holiday lasting 
nearly two years. The Suez crisis and the Hungarian 
Revolution did little to daunt her though they gave her 
parents some concern for her welfare so far from 
home. Marie returned home by boat nursing a broken 
ankle she suffered while skiing the slopes of Norway. 
Marie was married in 1961 and had two daughters, 
Donna and Jo, both of whom attended St 
Scholastica's. 
Marie became an active member of the St 
Scholastica’s Ex- Students’ Union joining the 
committee and taking up roles as Secretary, Treasurer 
and later President of the Union. She continued to 
attend the annual reunion through her 80’s. 

She stayed in close contact with the ‘girls’ from her 
class. At St Scholastica’s firm and abiding friendships 
were formed. Though the lives of the classmates went 
in many directions they came together regularly to 
catch up with news, remember past adventures 
together and give much needed support in times of 
tragedy and to celebrate achievements. Marie hosted 
many of these events at her home.  St Scholastica's ex-
Students Union was a constant feature of Marie's 
home and her life.  There was always a bulging bag of 
correspondence to read and respond to, books to 
balance, minutes to be typed and envelopes to stuff.  
If St Scholastica's wasn't on Marie's mind, it was all 
over her dining table.  But this work was never a chore.  
It was always a joy and a sign of gratitude for a good 
education, quality friendships formed and a faith 
nurtured and shared. 
 
Thank you to Donna Lynch (Catling)’80 and Jo 
Kenderes (Catling)‘82 

 

Marie is in the left middle of the back row.  Joan 

Sexton is second from the left in the front row, 

Pam Gallagher (Goldstein) and Margaret 

Prendergast are at the right end of front row, 

Carmel Gazal (Malouf) is in the second row far 

left, Joyce Buckley (Morris) is in the third row 

second from the left and Margaret Breen is in 

the back row third from the right. Apologies to 

those we were not able to name.  

 

 

 

 

Deceased Ex-Students 

† Monica Sparks sgs (’51), died 11 December 2018 
 

† Margaret Armstrong IBVM died 6 February 2019.  Margaret 
attended St. Scholastica’s from 1936-41 in the primary school 
and was in the same class as Sr. Joan Sexton, sgs and Pam 
Gallagher (Goldstein). They made their first Communion 
together. During the war, her father sent her to boarding 
school at Loreto Normanhurst following which she entered 
the Loreto convent. 
 

† Marie Catling (Rubie ‘45) died on 17 November 2018.  
Mother of Donna Lynch (Catling ‘80) and Jo Kenderes (Catling ‘82). 
 

† Patricia Ann Dirou (known as Ann) (Rainsford ’48) died on 5 Jul 2018. 
 



† Mary Leonard (Hogan ‘59) died on 23 August 2018.  Sister of Joan Smiley 
(Hogan ‘52) Margaret Huxley (Hogan ’56), Ann Eskens (Hogan ‘57) and 
Kathy. 
 

† Elaine Leong (Oong ’47) died on 26 January 2019.  Cousin of Robin Yip (’56) 
and Carol Yip (’65). 
 

† Ellen McGovern (’81) died on 12 September 2018. 
 

† Norman O’Keeffe (Malone) (intermediate class of ’39) died 4 May 2018 
sister of Phyl Hayes (Malone) intermediate class of ’36 and mother of 
Sharon Wilson (O’Keeffe ’67). 

Relatives of Ex-Students 

† John Duggan, husband of Mary (Plasto ’44 deceased) died late September 
2018. (John made a generous donation to the College on behalf of his late 
wife, Mary, after her death in 2016). 
 

† John James McElhone, husband of Kath McElhone, died 5 April 2018 aged 96. 
 

† Marie O’Connor sgs aunt of Anne Moore (Ingram ’60) and Christina James (Ingram ’62) died on 3 November 
2018. 

The names of all deceased Ex-students are recorded in our memorial book which is placed on the altar during the 
Annual Reunion Mass. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

• Our Bursary Fund - this received $6,363.50 together with a further $500.00 raised by the Class of ‘68 at their 50-
year reunion making a total of $6,863.50. 

• Our Investment Fund this year reached $108,033.26. The Bursary amount paid for 2018-2019 was $6,000.00. 

• The Good Samaritan Foundation (Education) Fund received $3,185.00. 

Karen Debenham – Treasurer 
 

Raffle 
Proceeds from the raffle enable us to provide prizes for Speech 
Night and support the College in other ways.  Last year we were 
able to provide some sponsorship for the Dragon Boat crew for 
its trip to Hungary.  We would really appreciate it if as many of 
you as possible would buy our raffle tickets to enable us to 
continue with our support. 

 

 

 

 

 

Winners of Last Year’s Raffle:  

1st Prize:  Veronica McCluskie sgs ‘61 

2nd Prize:  Eunice Campbell (Lawler) ‘53 

3rd Prize:  Faye Heggie (Riley) ‘55 

 

Invitation to Ex-Students Annual Reunion 

Join us for Mass in the Chapel at midday on Sunday 26 May 2019, followed by an 

enjoyable lunch to catch up with old friends and meet new ones. 

Cost: $40 (includes lunch and champagne on arrival) 

To RSVP, please contact Karen 

karendebenham@optusnet.com.au 

We especially welcome our newest Ex-Students - the graduating class of 2018. 
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