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Prayer 
 
Dear Lord, 
Thank you for the gifts of the 

term past; 

Thank you for new friends and 

long-time friends; 

Thank you for newfound 

knowledge and skills; 

Thank you for new 

experiences and 

opportunities; 

Thank you for the support I 

received; 

And for the opportunity to 

give to others. 

And thank you for the gift of 

the term break. 

Amen 

 

 
 
 
 

Pilgrimage 
By the time you receive this newsletter, I will 
have completed approximately 165 km of my 
pilgrimage along the Camino de Santiago de 
Compostela in Spain. Term 1 will be drawing to 
a close, with the girls having been engaged in a 
host of wonderful learning, activities and events, 
and all will be looking forward to the respite 
offered by the two-week break at end of Term. 

During Term 1, the following improvements 
were addressed: 

 Stage 1 refurbishment in the Subiaco 
centre was opened and put to full use. 

 The new website was launched. 

 The new student, parent and staff portals 
were trialled and launched. Thank you to all 
who trialled the portal. 

 NESA’s 2018 targeted areas of educational compliance in the areas of Safe 
and Supportive Environments and Curriculum were met. 

 New electronic curriculum management systems were implemented. 

 College Governance Committee re-formed and commenced policy review. 

 A new prospectus was designed and published. 

 Whole site evacuation and lockdown plans were prepared. 

 Masterplan Stage 2/3 design refinements were made and the 
Development Application submitted to the City of Sydney Council. 

Additionally, some outstanding partnerships were formed, perhaps most 
notably in the Sciences, with Sydney University, and in Music, with the 
Gondwana Children’s Choir. 

Some of the outstanding achievements of the term were: 

 Ella O’Connor’s Clancy Art prize 

 The Dragon-boating team’s gold medal wins  

 Nicela Martincic’s Head of the River win 

 Sofia Palleschi’s appearance in a Tropfest film  

 Francesca Nikolic’s finalist photograph, and Matilda Thompson’s semi-

finalist photograph in the 2018 Moran Photographic Prize Competition. 

Best wishes to Ms Alves, staff and students who are travelling to Japan these 
holidays.  

Blessings to all for a happy and safe term break.  

Mrs Kate Rayment 
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Does Music Help When Studying? 
Should you listen to music when studying? In an ideal 
world we would probably say no, however research 
shows that in some instances classical 
baroque/instrumental music can actually help your 
memory by inducing the brain into a relaxed state. A 
good guideline to follow is this: if the work is not very 
difficult and fairly routine, then listen to whatever 
music you like, it will help you to feel relaxed, to stick 
to completing the work you need to do and you will 
feel like it’s taking no time at all. But, if the work 
requires higher order thinking skills, i.e. studying for a 
test, trying to understand something difficult, doing 
an essay plan or trying to learn or remember anything 
– then switch the music off.  It will take you much 
longer to complete the task and retain what you are 
learning (even though you are convinced it is not 
affecting you!). Get into the habit of stopping and 
asking yourself each time before you start work, 
whether it is the type of work that requires you to 
really focus and concentrate and if it is – switch the 
music off for a while. The same approach goes for 
doing work in front of the TV. 

All students at our school have access to a great 
website to help students develop their study skills. Go 
to: www.studyskillshandbook.com.au  and enter the 
username: schols and the password: 4success 

Homework Club  
Homework Club will continue until next Wednesday 
11th April, which will be the last day for Term 1. It will 
recommence on Wednesday 2nd May and as usual, 
will run on Mondays and Wednesdays. We remind 
parents and carers that when girls attend Homework 

Club they attend from 3.30pm to 5.00pm unless we 
receive a written note requesting to leave early. We 
ask parents/carers to wait near the front office for 
their daughter to meet them. Also students need to 
be reminded that Homework Club is just that - a place 
to complete homework.  

Year 12 Exams 
The Year 12 half-yearly exams have just started and 
the students have been attempting them to the best 
of their ability. We wish them good luck as they head 
towards completion next week. 

NAPLAN 
A reminder to parents that NAPLAN will take place in 
week 3 of Term 2 on Tuesday 15th -17th May. As public 
transport can be unreliable, it is advisable to allow 
extra time for your daughter to get to the College on 
these days. 

Parent Information Evenings 
UNSW offers free parent information sessions. All 
events are free and open to the public no matter what 
school your child attends. All lectures apply to both 
secondary and primary students unless indicated. 
Lectures will be in the evenings at Matraville Sports 
High and for more information or registration click on 
the link below. 
https://education.arts.unsw.edu.au/about-
us/community-engagement/matraville-education-
partnership/parent/?mc_cid=824ebfb1ea&mc_eid=
538608a2c8 

I take this opportunity to wish everyone a safe holiday 
break and look forward to seeing everyone at the 
start of Term 2 on Tuesday 1st May. 

Mr Adrian Eussen 

 

 

 

  

 

Thursday 12th April Estee Lauder Fundraising Night 2 

Friday 13th April End of Term 1, College closes at 3:20pm 

Tuesday 1st May First day of Term 2 

Thursday 3rd May Year 12 Music exams 

Friday 11th May Mother’s Day Mass and Breakfast, 7:30am Chapel; 8:05am TFC 

Tuesday 15th – 17th May NAPLAN 

Saturday 19th May ScholsWiz, 6:30pm TFC 

Monday 28th May Year 12 Careers Evening 

Wednesday 30th May College Athletics Carnival 

http://www.studyskillshandbook.com.au/
https://education.arts.unsw.edu.au/about-us/community-engagement/matraville-education-partnership/parent/?mc_cid=824ebfb1ea&mc_eid=538608a2c8
https://education.arts.unsw.edu.au/about-us/community-engagement/matraville-education-partnership/parent/?mc_cid=824ebfb1ea&mc_eid=538608a2c8
https://education.arts.unsw.edu.au/about-us/community-engagement/matraville-education-partnership/parent/?mc_cid=824ebfb1ea&mc_eid=538608a2c8
https://education.arts.unsw.edu.au/about-us/community-engagement/matraville-education-partnership/parent/?mc_cid=824ebfb1ea&mc_eid=538608a2c8
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With the end of daylight savings and Easter 
celebrations over, our first term for 2018 is nearly at 
its close. 

These final weeks have seen remarkable efforts from 
the student body and staff throughout the College. 
Across each year group and each House community 
there have been record-breaking fundraising efforts 
for Caritas. This important Social Justice element of 
the Mission work at the College is led by Ms Fran Vella 
and supported by Ms Jayne McNeill, whose 
enthusiasm has certainly inspired and connected the 
students to the work of Caritas (see page 8). 
Congratulations to all! 

The Year 7 cohort have taken part in their 2018 
Reflection Day. This day was organised by Ms Vella, 
Ms McNeill and Ms Simpson and included working 
with Ms da Costa and representatives from the 
College Houses. The students were able to connect 
with the story and traditions of the College and the 
Sisters of the Good Samaritan who have become 
patrons of the College Houses. Their day also included 
a year group mass with Father Dominic in the 
beautiful Chapel. The girls have highlighted enjoying 
the time to spend together, meeting their Year 11 
Prefects and finding out more about the lives of St 
Benedict and St Scholastica and the traditions of the 
College. Thank you to all the staff involved in bringing 
this important time together for our Year 7 girls. 

Our Year 12 students are working through their half 
yearly examinations across the final two weeks of 
term. When students are facing times of challenge it 
is important that families as well as school remain in 
conversation with them, and work to ensure that 
healthy habits are supporting their efforts. Sleeping 
well, sleeping enough, eating well, having regular 
exercise as a part of study and exam routines are all 
critical elements of success. I wish all the students 
well in their examinations. In particular, best wishes 
to those who are continuing to work on Major 
Projects for Art, Drama, Music, Aboriginal Studies, 
Extension 2 English and Extension History over the 
holidays. 

Families from Year 7 and Year 8 have been able, in 
recent weeks, to work with Jocelyn Brewer in her 
program of “Digital Nutrition”. This work aims to 
allow our students to find a thoughtful balance in 
their use of digital spaces without denying the central 

role that technology plays and the potential that 
technology brings.  Thank you to Ms Tresoldi the Year 
8 Guidance Coordinator for organising this program. 
A free workshop on “Engaging Adolescents” with 
Jocelyn on April 14th is available. Please use the 
following link for further details and registration:  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/engaging-
adolescents-tickets-43910692062 

This follows the work in Year 7 where we focus on the 
educational and organisational role of the computer 
at high school. It includes the role for the digital 
classroom spaces on “Canvas” and the 
communication role of the College email.  

During the upcoming holidays I encourage families to 
have a conversation about how different members of 
the family use digital spaces. This would also be a 
good time to explore the Canvas platform used by the 
College. I encourage all families to particularly look at 
the IT support course available on Canvas – a great 
place to develop trouble-shooting strategies. 

 

The end of term is also a good opportunity to reflect 
on the achievements and challenges of the term. 
Reviewing whether the College Diary has been used 
effectively, along with the assessment calendar for 
planning is a good place to start. Through reflection 
our students have the best chance of being self-
aware, prepared learners for the term ahead. 

My best wishes to all our families and students for the 
end of term holiday. I am fortunate to be attending 
the Good Samaritan Pilgrimage for most of the 
holidays, visiting the foundation sites for St Benedict 
and St Scholastica, as well as Good Samaritan Abbeys 
and Colleges in the UK. I look forward to sharing these 
experiences with the students on return. 

 

Dr Jen Petschler 

 

    

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/engaging-adolescents-tickets-43910692062
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/engaging-adolescents-tickets-43910692062
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 Last week two Year 8 Boarders attended a 
school dance at St Patrick’s, Strathfield. It was an 
opportunity for the girls to meet some new people 
and, I have it from a reliable source, they had a 
lovely night.  

 

The boarders in Winima took the idea of Earth 
Hour (reducing one’s carbon footprint), and 
enjoyed an evening participating in the inaugural 
Torchlight Talent Show. Afterwards the girls 
started thinking about what they might do for 

Boarder’s Got Talent later in the year.  

  

 

 On last week’s Sunday Outing, the girls 
travelled by ferry to Manly and enjoyed the iconic 
views of Luna Park, the Harbour Bridge and the 
Opera House, and then had a swim at Manly 

beach.  

 

The girls celebrated Easter with a special 
dinner, followed by an Easter egg hunt in 
the grounds.  The girls teamed up into Year 
groups and were designated areas of the 
College where eggs were hidden, hunted 
and finally EATEN!!! The girls who collected 
the most Easter tokens on the hunt, 
received Bunnies, kindly donated by Carol and the 
kitchen staff.  
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Waiting in the early hours for CountryLink buses to go home     
for Easter, the girls enjoyed lovely views of sunrise over the 
chapel.  

 

 

Some of the girls who 
stayed in the boarding 
house over the long 
weekend went to the 

 Royal Easter    Show, 
while others stayed in 
and tackled some 
serious jigsaws!  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Nadia Mansutti 
Head of Boarding  
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Just in time for Mother’s Day! 

We are once again hosting an Estee Lauder Fundraising 
Shopping night, in time for your Mother’s Day shopping: 

 Thursday 12th April. 

Tickets are available online by clicking here, and are only 
$10 each. 

 

Everyone is Welcome  
Would you like your family and friends to take advantage 
of this great opportunity too?  Please let them know they 
are welcome to come along, all they have to do is book 
their tickets online. 

We hope you can come along and take advantage of this 
opportunity. 

https://www.trybooking.com/371811
https://www.trybooking.com/UWCY
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2018 School Band and Orchestra Festival, Sunday 
2nd September at the Sydney Conservatorium of 
Music 
The School Band Festival is open to all school wind, 
brass and big bands from across Australia; it is held 
annually and has over 10,000 students performing at 
the event each year.  The Festival caters for bands of 
all ability levels and is considered one of the most 
significant music education events in Australia.  For 
the first time, we are attending this exciting event. 
Students from the Chamber Orchestra, String 
Ensemble, Symphony Orchestra and Concert Band 
will be busy rehearsing a wide range of repertoires for 

the Festival. Families and friends who would like to 
join us on the day and support the girls are more than 
welcome to come along, please click here for details:  
https://schoolbandfestival.org.au/ or 

https://asof.com.au/ or send an email to Ms Miao: 

cmiao@scholastica.nsw.edu.au. 

Music Camp 2018  
Registration for Music Camp has closed and 

successful applicants will receive an email with details 

and payment instructions before the end of Term 1. If 

you wish to be placed on a waiting list, please email 

Ms Miao cmiao@scholastica.nsw.edu.au  

Weekly Music Ensemble Rehearsals 
Please note the following rehearsal times: 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Private Tuition and Music Ensemble from Term 2.  
Please note that late entries will still be accepted for 

private tuition or Music Ensemble, if you missed the 

enrolments in Term 1. Please click on the following 

link for details and registration:  

https://scholasticanswedu.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/mu

sic/Ef5XIfxhBsRGldALhW-

ZRBIB4A5fgiu_SpVIKmmTTfBBtw?e=tdZEVP 

Term 2 Lunch Concert @ Rotunda  
Every Term the Music Council holds a concert at the 

rotunda during lunch to showcase students’ musical 

talents. Students wishing to perform at our Term 2 

concert, please email your interest to Olivia Cakarun 

oacakarun@scholastica.nsw.edu.au. Due to the 

outdoor nature of the performance space, we only 

have the following equipment available:  

microphones, guitars and electric piano.  

OPEN DAY performance photos  

Ms Cindy Miao,  Music Coordinator 

Date/Time Ensemble Room Teacher 

Tuesday 7.40am Chamber Orchestra  J19 Ms Sandi Oh   

Tuesday Lunch Ukulele Ensemble J19 Olivia Cakarun (Year 12)   

Wednesday 7.40am Symphony Orchestra J19 Ms Sandi Oh   

Wednesday Lunch Vocal Ensemble S1 Ms Cindy  Miao   

Wednesday Lunch Rock Band J19 Mr Andy Campbell   

Thursday 7.40am Concert Band J19 Ms Nicole Barrett   

Thursday Lunch  Stage Band J19 Grace Mitchell (Year 11)  

Friday 7.40am String Ensemble J19 Ms Sandi Oh  

Friday 7.40am College Choir S1 Ms Nadia Fried   

Absences: Please email ensemble directors or Ms Miao before 7.30am on the day. 

https://schoolbandfestival.org.au/
https://asof.com.au/
mailto:cmiao@scholastica.nsw.edu.au
mailto:cmiao@scholastica.nsw.edu.au
https://scholasticanswedu.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/music/Ef5XIfxhBsRGldALhW-ZRBIB4A5fgiu_SpVIKmmTTfBBtw?e=tdZEVP
https://scholasticanswedu.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/music/Ef5XIfxhBsRGldALhW-ZRBIB4A5fgiu_SpVIKmmTTfBBtw?e=tdZEVP
https://scholasticanswedu.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/music/Ef5XIfxhBsRGldALhW-ZRBIB4A5fgiu_SpVIKmmTTfBBtw?e=tdZEVP
mailto:oacakarun@scholastica.nsw.edu.au
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This term was a busy and successful beginning for 
Social Justice at St Scholastica’s. Our participation in 
many events dedicated to reflecting on equity in our 
world and our fundraising efforts are just a couple of 
examples of Schols girls embodying and representing 
our College values. 

Caritas Fundraising by Jasmine Wong and Lauren 
Daluz (Year 10) Social Justice Group  
This term, Schols has continued its work with Caritas. 
A Catholic agency that is dedicated to international 
aid and development, it encourages all of us to keep 
in mind the children, women and men around the 
world who are most vulnerable to extreme poverty 
and injustice. This year, Caritas focused on 
communities in Jordan, Mozambique, Nepal, 
Australia, Cambodia and the Philippines; changing 
people’s lives through education and employment as 
a means to break the poverty cycle. As a community, 
we have recognised the power that young people can 
have in bringing about change and we have brought 
awareness and action to the issues that we are 
passionate about. It’s for this reason and the values 
we uphold as a school that motivate us to whole-
heartedly participate in Project Compassion each year 
by raising money to support Caritas’ work. Through 
our efforts and generosity, we work to build a better 
world and display our compassion to those in need.  

Our fundraising efforts have been significant. Each 
homeroom had a daily collection, the Social Justice 
group tallied the amounts once a week and we could 
see how each House was progressing in their 
fundraising efforts. As a school, we were able to 
surpass our school goal of $10,000 and reached a 
total of $11,333.87. Special congratulations to 
Gibbons who had fundraised the most out of all the 
houses with $2,647, as well as Byrne, Hart and 
Adamson who all succeeded their House goal of 
$1430. The Homeroom who had raised the most 
amount of money was Year 9 Byrne who raised $1469. 
We also raised funds at the Swimming Carnival for the 
work of the Good Samaritan Mission in Kiribati. 
Congratulations and thank you to everyone who 
contributed.  
 

CLRI Event at Monte Sant' Angelo By Mariam 
Kirakosyan (Year 10) Social Justice Group  
On 7th March a group of Year 10 girls were invited to 
a Social Justice event at Monte Sant' Angelo College. 
We had the opportunity of meeting representatives 
from Jesuit Social Services, Baabayn Koori Court and 
Christian Brothers High School Lewisham; listen to 
their personal stories and learn more about the 
problem of Indigenous incarceration in Australia. We 
collaborated with other schools and completed 

activities which challenged our perspectives and 
previous assumptions. 

We came together and discussed strategies to 
improve our own school's representation of 
Indigenous culture and spread awareness of 
disadvantages/problems in society. We brainstormed 
our own Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) which 
involves ideas such as a social media account to 
present a “Share My Home” segment, that has 
already been seen in assemblies, to spread awareness 
and encourage the whole school to participate.  

We were all very grateful to have been given the 
opportunity to attend this year’s CLRI event and came 
back having learnt much more about our Indigenous 
brothers and sisters as well as what we can do to help 
bridge the gap.  

Social Justice Literary Event by Zoe Loughrey (Year 
11) 
On 14th March, five girls across Years 9-11 were 
selected to attend the Justice Literary Event presented 
by the Edmund Rice Centre at Santa Sabina College. 
The day, which attracted representatives from several 
schools across Sydney, presented valuable insight into 
the potential for the examination and promotion of 
social justice orientated initiatives within our school 
communities. The day further enriched and enhanced 
the social justice, human rights and eco-justice 
curiosities of all the girls attending and stimulated the 
various methods by which these issues may be 
analysed, debated and studied. An engaging and 
stimulating day on the debate of social justice, we 
extend our appreciation to Ms Brien who 
accompanied us on the day and provided us with a 
very rewarding day to be involved. 
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Student Alliance 
In our first assembly this year, we 
acknowledged the work of 11 students 
from Year 12 who successfully 
participated in the Alliance of Girls’ 
Schools Australasia Student Alliance in 
2017.    Grade Adema, Mirlinda Binakaj, 
Jett Eckford, Zoe Faraj, Jasmine Fawor, 
Priscilla Kyei, Tia Ngo Nguyen, Caitlin 
O’Keeffe-White, Lily Rodgers,  Mylan Vo 
and Molly Weston. 

This group of intelligent, spirited, 
determined and influential young women 
are ambassadors for societal change, 
particularly in regards to issues affecting 
women of today. Whether this be 
advocating for refugees, victims of 
domestic violence, women in the 
workplace or challenging gender stereotypes. Being 
part of the Student Alliance involves meeting girls 
from other Independent Girls Colleges within Sydney, 
to research and work together on a topic of interest 
or create a product such as a short film or 
advertisement to raise awareness of the women’s 
issue involved. Each team’s work is then presented at 
a showcase of works, and last year it was held at 
Ascham Girls’ School. Our girls contributed much to 
this showcase and were involved with the 
presentation on Women in Developing Countries and 
Changing Attitudes towards Women. They received a 
certificate of participation from the Girls Alliance of 
Australasia as formal recognition of their 
achievement.  

Their legacy will now be carried on by our Year 11 
representatives who attended their first meeting at 
Pymble Ladies College in March. They will begin 
collaborative work on their projects early next term 
when we meet at St Vincent’s College Potts Point.  
 

By Ashleigh Chatelier (Year 11) 
This term, twelve Year 11 students signed up for 
Student Alliance. We recently attended Pymble Ladies 
College for our first meeting with students from other 
schools. We were and are fortunate enough to work 
alongside like-minded young women, in working 
towards a more equal society in regards to gender. 
We discussed topics including women’s 
empowerment, women’s portrayal by the media and 
women supporting women.  

In Australia we are extremely fortunate to have our 
voices heard, not only as individuals in our society, but 
as young women in our world. At Student Alliance, we 
are working within groups on projects which we’ll be 
working on throughout the year. We hope to influence 
others, to identify any unjust treatment within our 
society and encourage women’s empowerment. We 
hope to achieve this whilst attending one Student 
Alliance meeting at a time.  

 
 

Ms Jayne McNeill 
Teacher of Music and Religion 
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Attention Year 10 Students 
Some diseases result from the loss of a single protein, 

for example, haemophilia, growth hormone 

deficiency and diabetes. We treat these diseases by 

providing the missing protein, but how can we mass 

produce a useful protein? Pharmaceutical companies 

use genetic engineering - they put the human gene 

into bacteria, which then make the human protein in 

large quantities. The opportunity exists for Year 10 

students to participate in the Amgen Biotech 

Experience, which mimics the research and 

development process used to produce 

pharmaceuticals that are currently available to treat 

a wide range of diseases. By doing so you will learn 

how to use very specific tools, for example 

micropipettes, gel electrophoresis, restriction 

enzyme digests and PCR, and develop your laboratory 

skills. These skills are not only applicable to this sort 

of research, but also to other branches of science 

such as forensics. 

The course will be run on 17 and 18 July at the College 

(see below for details). Application to participate 

should be made directly to Ms Koulianos. Please note 

that spaces are limited. 

 

Amgen Biotech Experience 

Schedule 17-18 July 2018 

The Amgen Biotech Experience is an innovative science education program that introduces students to the importance 

of scientific discovery through a molecular biology learning experience that links core science concepts to real-world 

applications. 

Tuesday 17 July 
 

Time Activity Student Guide reference 

9.00am Overview of Amgen Biotech Experience  

9.30am Lab 1.1: How to use a micropipette  From page 15 

10.00am Lab 1.2: Gel electrophoresis 

(Morning tea when time permits) 

 From page 26 

11.00am Lab 2A: Digest pARA-R plasmid 

Activity: Clone that gene 

 From page 35 

12.30pm Lunch  

1.30pm Lab 4A: Verification by gel 

electrophoresis  

Lab 5A: Transforming bacteria 

 From page 55 
  From page 69 

5.00pm Close  

Wednesday 18 July 

Time Activity Student Guide reference 

9.00am Lab 5A: Analysing plates  

9.30am Lab E: Colony PCR From page 87 

11.00pm Morning Tea  

11.30pm Lab E: Run gel from PCR 
From page 100 

1.30pm Close  

For more information: Ms Koulianos, skoulianos@scholastica.nsw.edu.au  

  

mailto:skoulianos@scholastica.nsw.edu.au
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Inquisitive Minds Competition by Mariam 
Kirakosyan and Enya O’Neill (Year 10) 
On Tuesday 20th March, 12 girls from Year 10 had the 
opportunity to participate in the Inquisitive Minds 
Competition. A number of schools from Sydney came 
together for a day to expand the boundaries of their 
minds, and enhance their problem solving abilities. The 
participating schools were St Scholastica’s College, 
Kambala, Newington College, Rosebank College, Stella 
Maris College and Shore. 
Throughout the day we all worked together to solve 
challenging maths puzzles, compete for our schools, 
and learn new strategies for solving difficult questions.  

Along the way, our abilities to solve problems quickly 
and efficiently were put to the test by the chocolate 
challenges, where we attempted to beat the clock for 
prizes.  

We were able to meet people from other schools, and 
bond over our love for maths. Overall, the day was 
entertaining, engaging, and a really enjoyable learning 
experience.  
 
Mr Vito Zurlo 
Maths Coordinator 

 

 

 

STEM and Beyond at St Scholastica’s 
As some of you may know, I have been an advocate 
of the STEM campaign and in particular looking for as 
many opportunities for our girls to participate as 
possible. Our Year 9 Design and Technology class in 
partnership with the Finch Company continues to be 
one of our greatest collaborations at the College. This 
week I visited the class for a presentation by a 
creative designer from an advertising company called 
The Monkeys – a company that promotes themselves 
as ‘creating provocative ideas that live within 
advertising, entertainment and technology. You could 
hear a pin drop during this presentation; the girls 
were totally engaged with the presentation. 

The girls this semester have worked with Finch in 
learning about the product development life cycle. 
They started with an idea and 
are working with mentors (both 
technology and creative 
specialist) to grow the idea. I 
look forward to seeing the 
development of their products.

GPN Workshops at the University of Sydney 
This week I promoted the Girls Programming Network 
(GPN) workshops on the Parent Portal. I understand 
the workshop scheduled for 22nd April is now full and 
there is a waitlist. I will keep you updated with more 
workshop dates as they are released. 

Code Rangers to Visit Again 
Year 7 and Year 8 girls will be participating in a one-
day workshop run by an organisation called Code 
Rangers in Term 2. A group of coding specialists will 
run various workshops for the students. This year we 
surveyed our students to understand their level of 
coding experience. This will ensure we can plan ahead 
with Code Rangers to cater for all students.  

Ms Margaret Taborda 

Head of Curriculum 
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Reflection Day! By Sophia Eussen (Year 7) 
On Friday 23rd of March, Year 7 participated in their first Reflection Day.  
Ms Vella led our Reflection Day sessions with the help of the other RE 
staff. We touched on what it means to be Catholic and we focused on 
the words that develop our belief in Catholicism. We focused on the 
words: Good Samaritan, Benedictine, Compassion, Stewardship, 
Hospitality, Wisdom and many more. These words helped deepen our 
faith and taught us to follow in St Scholastica’s footsteps. This led us to 
the next part of our day. 

Next, we learnt about St Benedict, St Scholastica, the Benedictine rules 
and how they impact our school community today. St Benedict 
committed his life to God as a youth and was (and still is) a role model for 
all people who have heard his story. St Scholastica founded a religious 
order for nuns and she worked alongside her twin brother, St Benedict, in 
order to set up the Good Samaritan program. Together they worked in 
harmony and set up the Benedictine rules. These rules encourage students 
every day to reach their full potential and be the very best versions of 
themselves that they can be. The Benedictine rule that really inspires me 
is “listen and attend with the ear of your heart”. This inspires me because 
it guides me to listen to my heart and that God will support me and 
everyone else who believes. 

We then separated into smaller groups (our Homerooms) and researched 
our College House patrons. Sr Agnes Hart is my House patron - she cared 
for immigrants and unhealthy women. She was born in Dublin in 1636 and 
migrated with her father to Australia in her younger years. She was appointed 
to a Roman Catholic orphanage and she committed her life to God. 
Unfortunately, she passed away in 1914 and was eventually buried in 
Rookwood Cemetery in order to be closer to her fellow Sisters. 

Year 7 shared a second Mass together in our Chapel. During Father’s homily, 
he taught us a bit about the physical features of the Chapel, our Nuns and 
their beliefs. After Mass, we had a snack break and then towards the end of 
the day we listened to the Parable of the Good Samaritan. The story of the 
Good Samaritan teaches us to help one another and be kind to one another 
no matter gender, race or beliefs. We all made a pledge to ourselves and 
illustrated it on some 3D cardboard doves, which will be presented to us in 
our Homerooms. Finally, we ended the day with our School Prayer. Reflection 
Day taught us a lot and was defiantly worthwhile. 
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Year 12 are currently completing their Semester 1 
examinations and I am sure they will be looking forward to a 
well-earned break during the holiday period. Students are 
reminded to keep revising and organising their study notes 
over the break to examine areas that may need a little 
attention and extra focus. 

Last year, while on their Senior Retreat, the cohort started 
developing their Year 12 symbol - the Turtle. After a great deal 
of deliberation, they decided that the Turtle best represented 
the cohort. 

Many dedicated students have worked tirelessly to bring the 
Year 12 symbol to life.  It truly is a masterpiece and is the 
biggest and best symbol ever. It now adorns the TFC watching 
over the students as they complete their exams. 

A special thanks to Ms Vella, Ms Armstrong and the Mission 
Team for their assistance in bringing the Year 12 symbol to 
fruition.  

Our Symbol by Jasmine Fawor and Priscilla Kyei 
(College Co-Captains) 
To create a symbolic image to represent our Year 
group was no easy task. Formulating an emblem that 
encapsulated our compassion, resilience and 
determination as a cohort took many brainstorming 
sessions and even some last-minute changes, but this 
difficulty was simply a reflection of the rich creativity, 
vivacity and passion we exude as a Year group. So, 
after some time and thought, we have chosen the 
turtle to be our Year 12 Symbol. The turtle is 
traditionally an animal that represents tranquillity 
and wisdom. For us, the turtle also symbolises our 
journey as a cohort. We feel as though we have ridden 
even the most daunting of currents in our years at 
Schols but most importantly, we have done it 
together; we have reached the open calm waters on 
the other side stronger and more united as ever.  

Turtles are gentle, kind and welcoming creatures and 
we feel these values mirror how we operate and 
communicate as a Year group; always ready to help 
others through any hardship, with empathy and 
compassion. We also feel as though we have acquired 
and developed a level of wisdom over our time here 
at Schols that we hope to share and pass on. No two 
turtles are the same, and neither is any two 
individuals in our Year, and is a richness reflected in 
the unique designs of our own personal turtles. 
However, the unity of turtles that arises during 
migration shows the true strength of a unified 
collective, and similarly, it has been through unity 
and support that we, as a cohort, have triumphed 
any adversity we have had to face. Being always 
“wise in our dealings with others” and “mindful of 

those in sorrow” has allowed us to rejoice in our 
achievements so much more, and we wish that this 
Year 12 symbol is just one more to celebrate. 

Important dates for Year 12 
Term 1 

 3rd April - 13th April: Year 12 exams 

Term 2 

 1st June: Year 12 Careers Expo 

Term 3 

 6th August - 20th August: HSC trial exams 

 28th August - Year 12 exhibition (major works) 

 24th September - Year 12 boarders dinner 

 27th September - Year 12 breakfast and graduation  

Term 4 

 22nd October - 9th November - HSC exams 

 15th November - Year 12 formal 

 

Ms Vicki Spaulding, Year 12 Coordinator 
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We have made it to the end of a very busy Term 1. 

Our Year 7 and Year 8 Visual Arts students are busy finalising 

artworks before the holidays while our elective students are 

involved in longer-term projects that they can continue to 

develop and refine over the break. 

Congratulations and good luck to Year 11 student Francesca 

Nikolic whose still life with a twist photograph has been chosen 

as a finalist in the 2018 Moran Photographic Prize! 

http://www.moranprizes.com.au/student-

gallery/2018/secondary-years-11-12/finalists. 

In Term 2 we have an excursion to the Sydney Biennale planned 

for our Year 9 and Year 10 Visual Arts students. We will be visiting 

the Museum of Contemporary Art and the Art Gallery of New 

South Wales. The Biennale is an exciting event that showcases 

contemporary international art across seven venues in Sydney. 

Check out the website to get some pre-visit insights: 

https://www.biennaleofsydney.art/ 

Our Year 10 Photographic and Digital Media students will have 

the opportunity to take part in a light painting workshop with 

photographer Peter Solness. http://www.illuminated-

landscape.com/about/  Our Photomedia students have spent 

Term 1 learning about how to use a digital SLR camera on manual 

settings (a steep learning curve!) and this workshop will 

challenge and extend their photographic practice. 

I wish everyone a lovely holiday break. Don’t forget to make some art or visit a gallery! 

Ms Vicki Armstrong 

Visual Arts Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 making clay pots 

  Francesca Nikolic - Still Life with a Twist 

http://www.moranprizes.com.au/student-gallery/2018/secondary-years-11-12/finalists
http://www.moranprizes.com.au/student-gallery/2018/secondary-years-11-12/finalists
https://www.biennaleofsydney.art/
http://www.illuminated-landscape.com/about/
http://www.illuminated-landscape.com/about/
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Netball 
The Netball competition starts this weekend at Cintra Netball Courts, Concord. All students have now been advised, 
via email, their scheduled match times and should have been at training for the past 2 weeks.  

Please note that for this week only students whose games are normally scheduled to begin at 08.30 will be playing 
at 8.00am. Please note also that the march past is scheduled for 10am, all students who are playing at 10.30 are 
expected to participate.  

Please take note that team members: 
- must be in full Netball uniform to play (Schols Netball dress) 
- must wear their Schols PE uniform (no other jumpers will do)   
- are expected to be at the courts half an hour before the game (to warm up) 
- if unable to make it to training or games students MUST email Ms Osborne and inform their coach.  Students 

who do not adhere to that requirement will be issued an Infringement Card.  
 

Water Polo 
Good luck to Schols 1, 2 and 3 who have made it to the grand finals 
in Water Polo this weekend. Their hard work this semester has paid 
off and they are to be congratulated on making the finals.  If you 
want to support our girls, the matches will be played at the 
following times and locations: 

 UNSW:  Schols 1 vs Meriden – 8.45am 

 Queenwood:  Schols 3 vs Ascham – 9.30am 

 Queenwood:  Schols 2 vs Meriden – 12.10pm 

Congratulations also to Schols 5 and Schols 7 – both teams made it 
to the semi-finals where they lost in very demanding and highly 
physical matches.  

 

 

 Congratulations 

to Scarlett Deas, Phoebe Cummins, Tianah Riley and Assistant 

coach Grace Coleman who competed in the under 14 National 

Club Water Polo Championships. The girls, who play for Sydney 

Uni (as well as Schols) were silver medallists. It was a wonderful 

season during which they also won gold in the metropolitan and 

State competitions. 

Congratulations to Stefania Maxwell and Emily Fitzgerald who represented  

both Sydney University and Balmain Water Polo clubs in the Sydney Metro 

Grand Finals of Water Polo 

Among other noteworthy achievements for Schols students: 

 Grace Goleman made the NSWCCC Water polo team.  

 Deanna Zimaras in Year 12 made the NSWCCC Volleyball Team while Izzy 
Shannon, also in Year 12, was selected for the NSWCCC Hockey Team. Both 
Deanna and Izzy will play in tournaments later this year. 

 Ahlia Suckling made the Inner West Netball under 17s State Championship 
Team. 

 Nicela Martinic in Year 12 won gold in the 2000m Single Scull at Australian National Rowing Championships.  
Fantastic effort, Nicela. 

 Finally, the following girls have been selected in the UTS Junior Volleyball Squad: Afeni Tabuai-Salee, Deanna 
Zimaras, Irene Diakanastasis, Natayla Zimaras, Phoebe Reid and Sahej Chaudhary. 

Great effort girls.  Well done. 
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Dragon Boating 
Meanwhile, our Dragon Boaters continue to 

perform well.  On Sunday, the Schols Dragons 

paddled 21km in 2 hours and 8 minutes and were 

awarded a trophy for their efforts. 

 

Schols Fire paddled 10km in 1 hour 11 minutes 

while the parents and friends team paddled 3km. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICES: 
 If you are dropping off your daughters for morning training, please avoid entering the driveway at the back of 

the College as this is a high-use area for staff arrivals. 

 Sport on weekends: Students are asked to be at their sporting event 30 minutes prior to the start of the 
games. This will ensure adequate time for warm up and team building. 

 If students are unable to attend either an event or training, both the respective coach and Ms Osborne must 
be informed.  Failure to do so will warrant an infringement card. The Infringement Card system has been 
emailed to all students. 

 Uniform: Please remind students that they must be in full school sport uniform when playing sport for the 

College. If students do not abide by the policy of correct uniform, a yellow card will be issued.  

 
Ms Jodie Osborne and Ms Courtney Gorman 
Sports Coordinator and PD/H/PE Teacher 
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Mrs Jo Cousins 
Careers Counsellor & VET Coordinator 
Available Mon/Wed/Thurs 
Email: jcousins@scholastica.nsw.edu.au 
 
ATAR in Question for Uni Entry 
The relevance of university 
entrance scores has come under 
question in a new report that has 
found just one in four 
undergraduate students is admitted 
based on their Australian Tertiary 
Admissions Rank (ATAR). Read the 
ABC article: 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018
-03-21/atar-relevance-under-fire-
as-report-says-fewer-students-
admitted/9569052 

 
My Health Career Videos 
Watch a variety of specialists who 
give their candid insight on why 
they enjoy their careers. 
Dentistry: 
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.
au/dentistry/ 
Dietetics 
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.
au/dietetics/ 
Medicine: 
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.
au/medicine/ 
Nursing: 
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.
au/nursing/ 
Occupational Therapy: 
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.
au/occupational-therapy/ 
Optometry: 
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.
au/optometry/ 
Pharmacy: 
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.
au/pharmacy/ 
Physiotherapy: 
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.
au/physiotherapy 
Podiatry: 
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.
au/podiatry/ 
Psychology: 
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.
au/psychology/ 
All: 
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.
au/videos 

UNIVERSITY 
UMAT Workshop  
UMAT registrations for 2018 are 
now open. Senior students may 

need to sit this exam if they would 
like to apply for medicine in 2019. 
Seventeen universities accept 
school leavers directly into their 
medical programs. Please visit  
http://www.MedEntry.edu.au 

UNE Open Day 11 May  
UNE Open Day gives you the 
chance to explore UNE and find out 
everything you need to know about 
studying at university. Every year, 
we hold information sessions, 
individual course advice, tours of 
the academic campus and colleges, 
live demonstrations, free food and 
activities. Open Day runs from 
7:30am - 2:30pm, starting at the 
residential colleges at 7:30am, 
where you can tour the residences 
and meet current students to chat 
about college life. Academic course 
advice is available 
from 9:00am - 2:30pm, with tours 
of academic areas and course 
advice information sessions running 
between 9:30am and 1:30pm, so 
there's plenty of time to explore, 
talk to course advisors, and get a 
taste of university life. Full details: 
https://studyat.une.edu.au/openda
y2018 
 
Uni of Wollongong General Info 
Evenings Coming to You 
Sutherland 15 May  
Bankstown 20 June  
Kogarah 26 June  
Penrith  26 June  
Parramatta 27 June  
Find out more details go to: 
https://www.uow.edu.au/future/ev
ents/index.html  

 
UTS Engineering and IT Undergrad 
Info Evening  
14 June. 5.00pm to 8.30pm  
Hear from industry experts, 
students and leading academics 
about the exciting new tech careers 
which lie ahead. From 
robotics to cyber security to 
artificial intelligence and the 
internet of things, hear about the 
unique career opportunities for 
emerging graduates and the 

programs we have at UTS to help 
you prepare. It's also a great 
opportunity to meet academics and 
current students who can share 
information on course options, and 
how you can prepare for your 
university journey. Register: 
https://www.uts.edu.au/about/fac
ulty-engineering-and-information-
technology/events/undergraduate-
information-evening 

 
Discover Nursing @ UTS 
21 June. 5.30pm  
Find out about the exciting and 
ever changing world of nursing, a 
career that allows you to specialise 
across most forms of medicine and 
can take you across the world. 
Register: 
https://www.uts.edu.au/future-
students/health/why-health-
uts/events-and-
brochures/discover-sessions 
 
Uni of Wollongong Early Entry  
Early Admission is UOW's early 
offer program for Year 12 students. 
It recognises the personal qualities 
and skills that define who you are. 
We get to know you, look at the 
results you've got so far and can 
reward you with a place at UOW 
before you even sit your final 
exams. Apply: 
https://www.uow.edu.au/future/e
arly-admission/index.html 
 
Webinar on Everything You Need 
To Know About US/UK Universities 
 14 April 
There are profound benefits of 
gaining admission to top 
universities across the US and UK. 
So, how do you get in? What's the 
application process like? Which 
university would be the right fit? 
Join us for an online webinar, to 
have all your questions answered 
by overseas education experts, 
Crimson Education. Sign up, free, 
here:  
https://learn.crimsoneducation.org
/usukwebinar_2018-0 
 

mailto:jcousins@scholastica.nsw.edu.au
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-03-21/atar-relevance-under-fire-as-report-says-fewer-students-admitted/9569052
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-03-21/atar-relevance-under-fire-as-report-says-fewer-students-admitted/9569052
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-03-21/atar-relevance-under-fire-as-report-says-fewer-students-admitted/9569052
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-03-21/atar-relevance-under-fire-as-report-says-fewer-students-admitted/9569052
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/dentistry/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/dentistry/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/dietetics/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/dietetics/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/medicine/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/medicine/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/nursing/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/nursing/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/occupational-therapy/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/occupational-therapy/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/optometry/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/optometry/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/pharmacy/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/pharmacy/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/physiotherapy
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/physiotherapy
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/podiatry/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/podiatry/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/psychology/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/psychology/
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/videos
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/videos
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/videos
http://www.medentry.edu.au/
https://studyat.une.edu.au/openday2018
https://studyat.une.edu.au/openday2018
https://www.uow.edu.au/future/events/index.html
https://www.uow.edu.au/future/events/index.html
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https://www.uts.edu.au/about/faculty-engineering-and-information-technology/events/undergraduate-information-evening
https://www.uts.edu.au/about/faculty-engineering-and-information-technology/events/undergraduate-information-evening
https://www.uts.edu.au/future-students/health/why-health-uts/events-and-brochures/discover-sessions
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https://www.uow.edu.au/future/early-admission/index.html
https://www.uow.edu.au/future/early-admission/index.html
https://learn.crimsoneducation.org/usukwebinar_2018-0
https://learn.crimsoneducation.org/usukwebinar_2018-0
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Study in the USA  
7 May. 5.30-7.30pm  
Redlands School Hall, 272 Military 
Rd Cremorne 
All students and parents welcome. 
Over 20 USA universities 
represented including Boston 
University, Princeton, Harvard, USC, 
Michigan, Hawaii, Fordham and 
NYU. Registration essential:  
https://www.trybooking.com/3670
65 

 

COLLEGES 
 
Pilot - BASAIR Career Info Seminar 
Bankstown Airport from 7:00pm - 
8:30pm 

26 June,  26 July, 27 August ,26 
September, 30 October, 26 
November                     

Learn about a career as a 
Commercial Pilot at one of our free 
information seminars. Find out 
more: 
http://www.basair.com.au/Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAE Open Days 5 August 
Sydney - 39 Regent Street 
Chippendale. 
Byron Bay - 373-391 Ewingsdale 
Road  
We are opening the doors to our, 
state-of-the-art campus. If you are 
considering studying creative 
media, now is the time to speak to 
our experienced team, and pursue 
your passion in this dynamic and 
expanding industry of animation, 
film, music and sound production. 
Sydney - https://sae.edu.au/news-
and-events/events/sydney-campus-
open-day-august-5-
2018/?date=2018-08-05&id=557 

Byron Bay - 
https://sae.edu.au/news-and-
events/events/byron-bay-campus-
open-day-august-5-
2018/?date=2018-08-05&id=556 

Information Session at College of 
Event Management  
10 May. 6.30pm.  
Specialising solely in event 
management training. Our courses 
are nationally recognised and give 
students specific, practical and 
relevant, hands on experience that 
leads to employment within the 
event management industry. See 
more information on our website:  

https://www.collegeofeventmanag
ement.com.au 
 
JMC Academy Open Day 12 May 
 Celebrating 35 years in education, 
JMC Academy remains Australia’s 
leading Creative Industries 
institution, offering Degrees and 
Diplomas in Music, Songwriting, 
Audio Engineering, Film and 
Television Production, 
Entertainment Business 
Management, Digital Design, 3D 
Animation and Game  Design . 
https://www.jmcacademy.edu.au/ 
 
HSC Economics & Business Studies 
Workshop  
24 April. 1.30pm to 5.30pm 
UTS Business School is hosting a 
workshop for Year 11 and 12 
students undertaking Economics 
and or Business Studies in their 
HSC. Developed in consultation 
with leading high school teachers 
from across NSW, the workshop 
will feature two streams. Register: 

https://www.uts.edu.au/about/uts-
business-school/what-we-
do/upcoming-events-and-info-
sessions/events-1/hsc-economics-
and 
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ScholsWiz Trivia Night goes … 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Featuring the 80s & 90s plus Super Heroes 

Saturday 19th May 2018 6pm -10.30pm 
Proudly Sponsored by 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What: Trivia, Auctions, Games, 80s & 90s Music and Dancing 

 Come dressed as your favourite Super Hero or themed in 80s or 90s style 

Where: Trixie Forest Centre (TFC), St Scholastica College 

Cost: $45 includes an Asian food hamper per table with a mix of vegetarian, 

GF, meat entrée & mains. If you have other dietary needs please bring own food.   

For purchase: Wine, beer, drinks, snacks, desserts available for purchase.  

 No BYO drinks. 

Seating Seating is on tables of 10.  
Arrangements: If you have questions or to arrange team tables, please email Jo at: 

jo_clulow@hotmail.com, and include your name & mobile number, or 
text 0478612441 after reading booking instructions.  

Who: Any parent, guardian or friends over 18 
 

Volunteers & donations of wine, desserts, hampers, vouchers, holiday homes,  

are urgently needed – please contact Kim if you can help: 

 kimpitt@icloud.com or  0410655070  

 

Online bookings only – no tickets at the door 

All ticketing instructions & sales are via Trybooking ScholsWiz 2017 

Click here to book:  https://www.trybooking.com/SMEI 

mailto:jo_clulow@hotmail.com
mailto:kimpitt@icloud.com
https://www.trybooking.com/SMEI
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Uniform Shop 
The Uniform Shop normal trading hours during term time are: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 9am to 2pm 

***Now is the time to organise your winter uniforms*** 

All fittings are by appointment  

Please call Jeneva on: 9552 2870 

 
Uniforms will be available for purchase on the day of the fitting. 

An order will be placed for any items not available. 

Summer and winter uniforms will be fitted. 
 

To book appointments online: 

1. Visit www.ranier.com.au; 

2. Click on Book Appointments in the lower right hand corner 

3. Enter the school password   stschol2037 

 

If you have a question or to book a fitting appointment,  

please call Mrs Jeneva Sweyda: 

Ph: 02 9552 2870 or Email: scholasticas@ranier.com.au 

 

 
 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2nd Hand Uniforms 
For all enquiries about purchasing second-hand uniforms, please send an email to: 

uniformroom@scholastica.nsw.edu.au or call the Front Office on 9660 2622. 

 

 

Last trading day for Term 1 – Thursday 12th April 2018 
 

Extra trading days - (By appointment only) 

Thursday 26th April – Hours 9.00am – 2.00pm 

Monday  30th April – Hours 9.00am – 2.00pm 

 

Regular trading days resume on Tuesday, 1st May 
 

http://www.ranier.com.au/
mailto:scholasticas@ranier.com.au
mailto:uniformroom@scholastica.nsw.edu.au

