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Prayer 
 
Almighty God,  

we begin this Season as an ‘Advent 

People’  

– people of hope, ready to do your will.  

May your light turn our hearts to you  

in the days ahead.  

Grant us the peace and joy we long for,  

as we await the coming of your Son.  

Open our hearts to prepare the way  

for his coming.  

Guide us in your ways of compassion  

so that we may extend your love and 

mercy  

to all people. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

 
Saint Scholastica and Saint Benedict,  

pray for us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HSC  
On Friday 13 November, the Class of 2020 
celebrated the end of the HSC and their 
school education at the College Formal, 
held at Doltone House in the city. It was a 
wonderful evening of friendship, warmth, 
fun and gratitude. The girls looked 
stunning. Staff in attendance were 
thrilled by the transformation of the 
young girls who began with us in 2015, 
into the fabulous young women setting 
forth into an adult world with confidence.  

I congratulate and thank the graduating 
class for their efforts during the HSC 
exams and their contribution, individually 
and collectively, to the St Scholastica’s 
community over the last six years. I also acknowledge the teachers and 
support staff who contributed significantly and in small ways to the 
journey of each student. Finally, I thank parents and carers for your 
partnership over the past six years. The road has not always been a 
smooth one for all the students, yet they have made it to this critical 
step in their lives, with the support of many. I extend the 
congratulations and best wishes of staff and the College community to 
each member of the Class of 2020.  

The following blessing was offered to the girls at their graduation and 
their Formal and I offer it again now with you, the Schols community: 

May the blessing of God be upon them, 
the blessing of the Father and the Son. 
And may the Spirit of love, 
the Spirit of peace (pax) 
be with them all their days. 
Amen 

HSC Major Works Nominations 
Congratulations to the following students whose major works have 

been nominated for HSC exemplary works programs. Zoe Hamra’s body 

of work was selected for display as part of the ARTEXPRESS state-wide 

exhibitions. 
 

 Principal Kate Rayment 
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The Year in Review 
2020 will be remembered as a difficult year here at 
Schols, across Australia and around the globe. It 
began with devastating bushfires at a climactic point 
in a period of years of terrible drought. There was 
grief through the sudden loss of members of our 
community. Then the Coronavirus COVID-19 struck, 
and very significant and lasting change ensued.  

The work of schools throughout the pandemic has 
been nothing short of extraordinary. I make special 
mention in this final newsletter for the year of the 
commitment of staff at St Scholastica’s who adapted 
so quickly and ably to significant change during the 
year, including offsite and onsite operations while 
online learning and pastoral and community support 
was being delivered. All staff then made the rapid 
transition back to the workplace, although some 
never left, while managing a wide range of challenges 
associated with operating daily on a small site with 
over 1100 people moving through the buildings and 
grounds and sharing spaces. This was made even 
more complex by the restrictions posed by the 
extensive building works. The overlap of these once-
in-a-lifetime significant infrastructure works with the 
return to work during a pandemic could not have 
been imagined.  

I acknowledge in particular the staff who worked so 
hard behind the scenes, and often long hours outside 
already extended working hours, to make safe 
operation possible. I also thank students for their 
flexibility and consideration and parents and carers 
for their support. 

Strategic Improvement Work 
Many of the annual goals set for 2020 were, 
unfortunately, lost in the mire of COVID-19 
management, but the following improvement goals 
were met. It is not an exhaustive list but represents 
the main areas addressed: 

• New whole school Literacy Plan developed and 
implemented, including measurement, data 
analysis, remediation, extension and 
enrichment. 

• New whole school Numeracy Plan developed 
and implemented, including measurement, data 
analysis, remediation, extension and 
enrichment. 

• A whole school Extension and Enrichment 
(Gifted and Talented) program was 
implemented. Students were identified, staff 
trained and resources prepared. 

• A new role for data management was created to 
support the development of individualised 
learning plans and improved classroom practice. 

• New ways of delivering learning online were 
developed, including delivery of lessons, online 
learning support meetings, and online guest 
presentations (incursions). 

• New ways of offering community engagement 
and pastoral care were developed and 
implemented, especially focusing on film, live 
feeds and community activities offered via the 
portals. 

• Learning Progress Meetings were conducted 
online. 

• Improvements in policy and assurance work was 
significant, with further development of our 
policy portfolio, including Whistleblower 
strategy, and risk management tools and 
reporting. 

• The staff professional learning platform was 
further developed, and refinements were made 
to the staff development plan and schedule. 

• Increased engagement with external providers 
assisted expansion of offerings including STEM, 
Engineering, Languages and vocational 
education.  



3 

• Diverse Learning processes were stream-lined 
and Reasonable Adjustment Documents (RADs) 
fully implemented. 

• Online marking capability was developed. 

• Staff training focused on delivering online 
learning, faith formation, Extension & 
Enrichment, Literacy & Numeracy, compliance, 
reporting, online management systems and 
compulsory medical training (CPR/first aid, 
anaphylaxis, etc.). 

• A new online staff professional learning system 
was implemented. 

• Operational and staffing reviews were 
conducted and new systems and structures 
implemented. 

• A new telecommunications system was 
introduced. 

• New timetabling and administration systems 
were trialled and implemented, improving the 
efficiency and effectiveness of timetabling and 
daily organisation of the College. 

• A new electronic student management system 
was trialled, and staff trained. 

• Year meetings and assemblies were conducted 
online. 

• A new student orientation strategy was 
developed. 

• Student prefect roles and responsibilities were 
reviewed and greater connection to our 
Benedictine tradition built. 

• Major adaptations to boarding operations due to 
the pandemic were introduced and further 
improvements to dormitories introduced. 

• Human resource management was the focus of 
major system and process improvement. This 
will continue over the next few years. 

• The refurbishment of the Science Laboratories, 
Technology and STEM spaces, the old Senior 
Block (now upper Norcia) and the lower TFC 
(now a fitness centre and change facility) was 
completed. All these outdated learning spaces 
were returned to regulation size, upgraded and 
fitted out with contemporary technology. Some 
were in very poor condition and prone to 
flooding. All spaces have been designed with 
natural climate control supplemented by full air-
conditioning. 

• Stage 2/3 construction commenced. The ground 
works for construction and the pouring of the 
first slab for the new buildings have been 
completed. Works will continue over the school 
holiday break to minimise impact on school 
operation in 2021. All Stage 2/3 works are 
expected to be completed by September. That 
includes: 
o A new drama theatre and learning spaces, 

including seminar and shared learning 
spaces, a control room, dressing room and 
storage space. 

o New visual arts facilities, including 
classrooms, senior art studios, storerooms, 
kiln room and display room. 

o New music centre, including classrooms, 
performance space, rehearsal rooms, 
storerooms and recording studio. 

o New classrooms, including shared learning 
spaces, seminar rooms and meeting rooms. 

o New café and covered open space for 
learning and leisure. 

o New IT hub. 
o New student amenities. 

 
The images below show the slab for the main part of the new building. 
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Student Individual Growth 
Our work this year, as always, has been deeply 
connected to our mission to educate, with excellence, 
the young women in our care. We do so in the 
Catholic, Benedictine tradition, guided by the Gospel 
and inspired by the Parable of the Good Samaritan 
and the works of the Sisters of the Good Samaritan. 
Our focus is on individual growth to provide the best 
possible opportunities for each girl who joins our 
College community. 

Whilst growth takes many forms, some more easily 
measured than others, I am very proud to share each 
year the learning growth of our students. We 
encourage the girls to consider themselves not only 
as a mark or rank at the end of their schooling but as 
a human being who has developed physically, 
socially, emotionally, spiritually and intellectually and 
is prepared for the responsibilities, demands and 
thrills of adult life. Learning growth at Schols 
continues to sit well above that of the State and 
National means and well above that of similar schools 
whose students perform at the same level when they 
enter the College. This simple fact speaks volumes for 
the quality of the academic education provided and 
the opportunities available to our students in areas 
such as the Arts, technology, sports and all others 
which require more than a written response. 
Unfortunately, with no National Assessment Program 
this year, public comparative data is not available. 
Our internal data, however, indicates the great 
success of the remediation and extension programs 
offered to supplement the high quality learning in and 
out of classrooms. 

Staff Farewells 
We are farewelling the following staff: 

Sara Lenehan (full-time, permanent Science teacher) 

Sabina Zadro (part-time, temporary HSIE teacher) 

Caterina Fara (part-time, temporary Visual Arts 
teacher) 

Counsellor, Lauren Cross, is taking 12 months leave 
and will return in 2022. 

I thank all these staff member for their contributions 
over their time at the College and wish them all the 
best for the future. 

Advent 
We have now entered the Season of Advent, the 
beginning of the Church’s year. The four weeks of 
Advent lead us thoughtfully into Christmas, 
preparing us for the arrival of Jesus into our world. 
The four weeks guide us through four themes over 
four Sundays, each marked with a candle on a 
wreath. The colour purple is used throughout 
Advent. It is an ancient symbol of royalty and 
represents the coming of Christ the King but in the 
Church, the colour purple also signifies preparation, 
penance and sacrifice. It is used in Advent and Lent. 
The rose candle represents joy on Gaudete Sunday. 

Week 1 – Hope (purple) 

Week 2 – Peace (purple) 

Week 3 – Joy (rose) 

Week 4 – Love (purple) 

Blessings one and all for a holy and joyous Christmas Season and a safe and relaxing holiday. I look forward to 
welcoming new families to Schols and to renewing connections in 2021.  

Term 1 starts on Thursday 28th January 2021, for all students. 

God bless. 

Mrs Kate Rayment  
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In November the girls celebrated Halloween by dressing up and sharing some 

incredible food provided by the kitchen staff. Lots of prizes were presented 

for the creative choice of costumes, and congratulations to Bridget 

McGuinness and Celeste McDermott, for their amazing presentation of 

costumes and make-up.  

Alex Everett was farewelled at the end of October, after her decision to accept 

a full-time position in the workforce. Alex will certainly be missed by the 

College, and I wish her well, and thank her for her valued educational support 

for the girls over the past four years.  

As the end of 2020 approaches, my warmest 

of good wishes and blessings are with the 

year 12 girls, and their families, who have 

left the Boarding community. As these girls 

begin the next stage of their lives, I 

encourage them to continue to maintain 

educational, physical and social skills, which 

will certainly assist in their future successes. 

The girls celebrated their Christmas dinner and Boarders Got Talent during Week 

6. This was such a happy evening, where the girls had the opportunity to perform 

and share their musical and dramatic talents. The guest artist was Ms Rayment, 

who played an excellent rendition of "The Ash Grove" on the recorder. 

I acknowledge, praise and thank Ms Helen French as she ceases her role as a Boarding 

supervisor. Helen has certainly been my 

‘Guardian Angel’, as Deputy, and I look 

forward to her taking on the role as 

Office Administrator in the Boarding 

school office next year. 

I hope and trust that you have a very 

happy and Holy Christmas, and I 

encourage you all to take time to reflect 

and consider everything that has been 

achieved in 2020. 
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As always, please do not hesitate 

to contact me if you if you wish 

to discuss anything in relation to 

your daughter/s education/well-

being. 

Ms Libby Molony 

Head of Boarding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Japanese Classes in a COVID Year - by Siobhan Clarke, Year 8 
Over the course of the year, Year 8 Japanese classes 

have learned a large variety of words and all the 

letters of Hiragana. Unfortunately, due to recent 

events we have not been able to do all the activities 

we have wanted to do; however, we still have been 

able to connect with our sister school, WayoKudan, 

two times and have had a great time with them. In 

our recent lessons we have learned about traditional 

Japanese Christmas and New Year celebrations, we 

have made greeting cards and decorated Kimonos 

and Yukatas to celebrate these occasions. Next year 

in 2021 will be the year of the Ox, Oxen represent 

patience and inspiration. Hopefully we will have a 

better year and learn from this unexpected year. 

あけましておめでとうございます  (Akemashite 

omedetou gozaimasu) and めりーくりすます  

(Merii Kurisumasu.) 
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Christmas Hampers 2020 

This time each year our College community supports the 
Marian Centre by providing women and children in need with 
a Christmas Hamper. The Marian Centre is a crisis 
accommodation and case management service for women 
with children who have experienced domestic and family 
violence and/or homelessness. 

Thank you for the tremendous effort by all families to ensure 
those at the Marian Centre received a wonderful hamper. 
The Marian Centre staff were blown away by the generosity 
and kindness of our community and wish they could share 
the look of excitement and gratitude in the eyes of the 
recipients who have had a traumatic year. 

Thank you once again. 
 

 

Good Samaritan Foundation 

‘Share the Joy, Give a Toy’ Christmas appeal for  

Bacolod, Philippines 

The Good Samaritan Foundation also needs our support this year. An initiative of the Sisters of the Good 
Samaritan, inspired by the Parable, the Foundation supports the work of the Sisters both here and abroad. A 
Christmas fundraising campaign by the Good Samaritan Foundation hopes to put a smile on the faces of struggling 
children and families in Bacolod, Philippines who have been hard-hit by the COVID-19 crisis. For more information 
please click on the link below: 

https://www.goodsams.org.au/2020/11/17/share-the-joy-give-a-toy-christmas-appeal-for-children-in-bacolod/ 
 
 

Senior Retreat 2020  
by Sienna Excell and Sheenah Byrne, Year 11 

This year, the incoming Year 12 students were lucky enough to have 
the opportunity to go on the annual Senior Retreat at Stanwell Tops 
given the crazy and unexpected year it has been. It was a great 
opportunity to spend time coming together as a year group, 
reflecting on the past year, setting goals for the year ahead and 
simply taking a step away from the business of our everyday lives. 
Over the three days, we engaged in a range of indoor 
and outdoor activities, each of them requiring us to 
seek out wisdom, build teamwork skills, gain a 
deeper understanding of ourselves and peers and 
enrich our connection with God.   

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.goodsams.org.au/2020/11/17/share-the-joy-give-a-toy-christmas-appeal-for-children-in-bacolod/
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It is so exciting to see the availability of activities 
starting up again. Take a moment to look at these and 
see if anything takes your fancy. If you engage in any 
of the activities, we’d love to hear what you did and 
have some photos! Use the links provided to sign up 
for any of the activities.  

Back in the Lab! 
Sign-up individually for this holiday science program 
$60 (inc GST) per day per person 
On-campus University of Sydney 
Do you have keen young scientists in your class going 
into Year 9 & 10 in 2021 who might like to do some 
fun science over these Summer holidays? Sign-ups 
are now open for our brand new hands-on program 
which is bookable for one or two days with each day 
a different suite of activities and experiments.  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MjKvUw2YWr7AR8
RndYs7xeZ35bA6JV0A/view?usp=sharing 

Sign up directly through the university if interested in 
participating in “Back in the Lab”. 
  
Grand Challenges – Diegetic Prototyping 
Hoverboards, jet packs and sonic screwdrivers 
Term 1 Week 7 (date pending) 
Years 9-10, can sign-up as a class OR individual 
students 
Aligned to cross-curricular priorities and general 
capabilities 
Students will spend a day learning about the real-life 
global challenges and how we can use fictional 
technology in movies and texts to inspire real-life 

solutions. Students will brainstorm, create 
a prototype and pitch their own solutions in a 
professional entrepreneurial way. Ideal for 
encouraging keen or gifted students with an interest 
in STEM and applying it to real-world careers and 
business. 
https://www.sydney.edu.au/science/industry-and-
community/community-engagement/grand-
challenge-program.html 

Contact Ms Julian if you are interested in participating 
in this workshop.  
  
Essential Medicines 
Date flexible, enquire with us 
Year 9 & 10, syllabus-focussed, global citizen science 
project 
$11-22, discounted for groups 30+ students 
Students will spend a day learning about medicines, how 
they are discovered, which ones are the most important 
to keep the world healthy and why some people have 
access to the medicines that they need but others do 
not. Students will join the Breaking Good Initiative and 
be a part of a global citizen science project, exploring the 
world’s most important medicines and gathering 
information for an open database for use by real 
researchers all over the world. 
https://www.sydney.edu.au/science/industry-and-
community/community-engagement/essential-
medicines.html 

Contact Ms Julian if you are interested in participating 
in this workshop.  

 
 
Ms Robyn Julian 
Assistant Science Co-ordinator 
 
 
 

 

In 2021 there will be a small change to the College uniform – all students will be required 
to use the St Scholastica's College backpack. 

There will be a transition time to allow for students to make the change. Eventually no 
alternative bags, including black, different coloured or different styles will be permitted.  

If there are questions regarding the College backpack there will be opportunity for 
discussion in Term 1 2021. 

 

Ms Jen Petschler 
Assistant Principal Pastoral Care and Wellbeing 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MjKvUw2YWr7AR8RndYs7xeZ35bA6JV0A/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MjKvUw2YWr7AR8RndYs7xeZ35bA6JV0A/view?usp=sharing
https://www.sydney.edu.au/science/industry-and-community/community-engagement/grand-challenge-program.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/science/industry-and-community/community-engagement/grand-challenge-program.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/science/industry-and-community/community-engagement/grand-challenge-program.html
https://www.breakinggoodproject.com/
https://www.sydney.edu.au/science/industry-and-community/community-engagement/essential-medicines.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/science/industry-and-community/community-engagement/essential-medicines.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/science/industry-and-community/community-engagement/essential-medicines.html
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It was an absolute pleasure to guide the 2020 
graduating class through their final two years at St 
Scholastica's College. I extend my congratulations to 
all students for completing this journey and to also 
recognise the important role that families play in 
supporting students along the way. It has been a 
pleasure to work with you all over the past two years, 
the graduating class of 2020 will be missed. The 
students presented me with a beautiful necklace on 
Graduation Day and I will forever be reminded of the 
Class of 2020. I acknowledge the incredible work of 
the Graduation Committee and in particular, Charli 
Blomfield, for creating our first ever virtual 
Graduation assembly under very unusual 
circumstances this year. The assembly was amazing, 
entertaining and the celebrity messages will be hard 
to beat next year. 
 
The Year 12 Formal was held at Dalton House, Hyde 
Park on Friday 13th November and it was a much-
anticipated event. We were all so happy when 
restrictions were lifted allowing time to celebrate 
together. The pictures below present a snap-shot of 
the night with the girls looking very elegant and 
glamorous. Thank you to the teachers and families 
who were able to join us in celebration; a very special 
thanks to Ms Walker for all her work in bringing this 

event together and for working so tirelessly to ensure 
the event could go ahead. My thanks to the Formal 
Committee for their decision-making and 
collaborative efforts, and to our amazing Student 
Leadership Team for their outstanding leadership, 
gentle guidance, maturity and sensitivity throughout 
their time as Captains at the College. 
 
It has been so rewarding to see each of our Year 12s 
mature and grow, to see talents emerge and 
confidence grow. As the girls sail into the future with 
their hearts full of optimism and dreams we pray that 
their time at St Scholastica’s has helped them to learn 
about themselves - their strengths and limitations, 
resilience, good humour and most importantly how 
to look after themselves and each other.  
 
We look forward to seeing the girls again when the 
HSC and ATAR results are released on Friday 18th 
December. The College holds a special morning tea 
for the cohort and all students are invited to attend 
this event. College staff will be available to offer 
advice and support as UAC preferences for some 
students may need to be changed at this time. 
 
Please don't hesitate to contact me at:  
vspaulding@scholastica.nsw.edu.au if needed. 

 
 
Warm regards, 
Ms Vicki Spaulding 
Year 12 Guidance Co-ordinator 

 

 

mailto:vspaulding@scholastica.nsw.edu.au
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ICAS Assessment Results 
In Term 3, selected students in Years 7 to 10 
participated in the world-renowned ICAS 
Assessments. Developed by UNSW Global, ICAS is 
designed to target students’ higher-order thinking 
and problem-solving skills in English, Mathematics, 
Science, Writing, Spelling and Digital Technologies.  

I acknowledge the following students who 
participated and represented the College in one or 
more of the following subjects: 

Mathematics  
Year Student  

7 Ava Hargreaves 

7 Tiara Hickey 

7 Iris McLaughlin 

7 Hattie Russell 

7 Emma Sibbald 

8 Grace Nguyen  

8 Annabel Smit 

8 Chloe Tzelis 

10 Hannah Campbell 

10 Elena Hudgeon 

10 Sophie Newsham 

10 Poppy Tay 

English 
Year Student  

7 Ava Hargreaves 

7 Callie Hudgeon 

8 Eleonora Speyer 

9 Sophie Barbour 

9 Lauren Sibbald 

9 Remi  White 

10 Elena Hudgeon 

10 Rose Mitchell 

Science 
Year Student  

7 Iris McLaughlin 

8 Annabel Smit 

8 Amelia Cutcliffe 

8 Eleonora Speyer 

8 Chloe Tzelis 

8 Siobhan Clarke 

9 Isabella Charan 

9 Jasmin Kohl 

10 Madeleine Chang 

 

The College extends a special congratulations to the following students who achieved a Distinction: 

• Annabel Smit: Science (Year 8) 

• Ava Hargreaves: English and Mathematics (Year 7) 

• Elena Hudgeon: English (Year 10) 

Well done girls! 

Ms Jacqueline Simpson 
Leader of Extension and Enrichment 

 

 

ENCORE Nominations 
Congratulations to our HSC Music class of 2020 for their 
outstanding performances at their HSC Music Performance 
Examination days in September. Two of our students,  

 Grace Rodgers and Tabetha Salmon→ have received 
prestigious ENCORE nominations from the HSC Music 
examiners. Grace sang a diverse range of indie-pop and jazz 
songs, while Tabetha performed an eclectic mix of jazz-
influenced music theatre songs and operatic repertoire for her 
program. We are really proud of these students' outstanding 
musical achievements. And we are really proud of each and 
every Schols HSC Music student who performed their music 
with outstanding artistic dedication at the end of a very 
challenging year!  

Ms Nadia Fried 
Music Teacher & Senior Accompanist  
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New Science Labs 
A lot of thought and consideration has gone into naming each of the new Science Labs.  They have been named 

Franklin, Simmons, Wood and Wu, honouring important women Scientists. 

 

Ms Rosalind Franklin was a chemist and X-ray 
crystallographer. She made a crucial contribution to the 
discovery of the double helix structure of DNA. This was 
never acknowledged in her lifetime. Her X-ray photograph, 
“photo 51”, enabled Watson and Crick to distinguish the 
structure of the molecule.  financialexpress.com 
  

 

 Professor Michelle Simmons is the Director of the Centre of 
Excellence for Quantum Computation and Communication. She has 
pioneered technologies to build electronic devices on an atomic scale. 
Professor Simmons’ team are international leaders in developing 
atomic electronic devices for quantum computers.  
centralwesterndaily.com.au 

 

Dr Fiona Wood is a plastic surgeon who collaborated to develop a 
treatment for burns, Cellspray, a spray-on skin. Her expertise in burns 
treatment came to the world’s attention in the wake of the Bali 
bombings. She continues to carry out research and remains a teaching 
doctor.  fpaa.com.au 

 

 Dr Chien-Shiung Wu was 
born in China and immigrated 
to the United States. She was a physicist who made valuable 
contributions to the Manhattan Project during World War Two. She was 
the first particle physicist to confirm Enrico Fermi’s theory of beta decay. 
Dr Wu worked as a professor of physics at Columbia University until she 
retired. takepart.com 

 

 

Year 10 Hoardings Painting Project. 
The Year 10 Visual Arts class has been busy creating visually dynamic 

community spaces around the school. The students worked with the theme 

Flora and Fauna as an acknowledgement of our small place in creation. 

The students looked at the role of Hoardings around the city and the role 

artists play in creating spaces that transform the visual impact of 

construction sites. The City of Sydney Creative Hoarding program was 

investigated as an ongoing opportunity for artists of all ages to have their 

work seen in large scale visible places.  

https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/cultural-support-funding/creative-

hoardings-program 

https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/cultural-support-funding/creative-hoardings-program
https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/cultural-support-funding/creative-hoardings-program
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In preparation for taking their 

artworks to a large scale format, the 

students investigated the artmaking 

practices of Guido van Helten and 

Anya Brock. 

https://www.guidovanhelten.com/ 

https://www.anyabrock.com/ 

 

Ms Michaela Burgess 

Visual Arts Teacher 

 

 

 

 

This Term we continued to explore the work of historical and contemporary  
women artists as we promote the Know My Name initiative of the National 
Gallery of Australia (https://knowmyname.nga.gov.au/)  and  we’ve been 
busy finishing off end-of-year Artmaking tasks: 

Year 9 Visual Arts Platters  
Our Year 9 Visual Arts students have been busy designing, making, refining 
and marketing a collection of platters and bowls. The girls have researched 
the value of hand-crafted ceramics and ways to market their works. 
Although, I think, they will be given to lucky family members this Christmas.  

Year 9 and Year 10 Photographic and Digital Media Projects 
Photomedia students have been working on Self-Devised projects that 
explore their personal areas of interest. This task allows each student to 
plan and complete a photoshoot or filmmaking project that demonstrates 
the skills they have gained over the year through the presentation of a 
collection of still images or a time-based form.  

Our Year 8 students have completed their 100 hours of mandatory Visual 
Arts studies. I hope the students have enjoyed the course here at St 
Scholastica’s and that they will continue to be creative, innovative and 
inquisitive in their future studies.  

Photography competition: This makes me smile (I hope it makes you 
smile too!)   
We’ve had lots of great entries in our Spring Photography Competition. 
Selected photos will be used to decorate the building hoardings opposite 
the Boarding School. 

 
Well done to Yr 12 students Zoe Hamra and Kylie Someya. Both students 
had their HSC Body of Work projects nominated for the prestigious Art 
Express exhibition. From 8616 students who submitted Bodies of Works for 
the 2020 HSC Visual Arts Examination, 575 students were nominated for 
ARTEXPRESS. Congratulations to Zoe whose work The Nature of Nature will 
be part of the Virtual Exhibition VX and exhibited at the New England 
Regional Art Museum (NERAM). 

On behalf of the Visual Arts staff, I thank our students for a great year. It 
was difficult at times, but our girls still managed to produce wonderful work 
and remained good natured and on-task throughout the year. If your 

Xochil Comba Year 8 

Anabel Smit Year 8 

Amelie Jenkins Year 7 

https://www.guidovanhelten.com/
https://www.anyabrock.com/
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daughter is in Years 8, 9 or 10, please encourage her to bring her artworks 
and her Visual Arts Process Diary home, and to keep making art during the 
break.  

Wishing you all a lovely Christmas and holiday break. Ms Vicki Armstrong 

Visual Arts Co-ordinator 

 

 

   Chun Di Bartley Year 9 

 Tasha Allen Year 7 

 

     Emma Sibbald Year 7 Audrey Kentish Year 7 

 

 

Zoe Hamra Year 11 

  Kylie Someya Year 11 

   Ella Borbely Year 9 

 

Alice Cohen Year 9 

 

 

   Aurora Kinsella Year 9 

 

 

 

 

  Evelyn Gee Year 9    Nina Shaw Yea r 9 

Roisin McNeilis Year 9 

           Jessica Barra Year 7 
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As this is the final newsletter of the year, it is an opportunity to provide a 
roundup of what has been a very busy sporting schedule over the past few 
weeks.  Parents and the girls themselves will know just how busy but 
to give you an indication of the Schols' sporting commitment lately: in addition 
to our Cricket team, we had four Rugby 7s, 16 Volleyball, 5 Basketball, 8 Touch 
Football, 10 Tuesday Night Netball and 4 Friday Night Hockey teams as well as 60 
students competing in Dragon Boating. The commitment to training is reflected 
in the improvement all round. 
  

Firstly, congratulations to all the teams that played finals in the holidays between 
Terms 3 and 4.  The results were excellent: Winners included Schols Lime with a 
score of 15-4, Schols Aqua 15-3, and Schols Maroon Cadet 5. Runners up 
included:  Turquoise 12-7, Schols Teals 13-3 and Schols Magenta 15-5,  

Dragon Boating 
In early November, three Dragon Boating crews 
participated at Penrith in the first regatta for some 
time. It was a tough 1km race - for some girls it was 
their first regatta. The results were good:  Schols 
Dragons came 2nd, Schols Fury 3rd and Schols Doves 
6th. Well done girls.  There was a second regatta in 
November at Rodd Point. In that competition, Rosie 
Chahoud and Zara Amir-Schwallie were the sweeps 
for the first time on both Schols boats. The girls have 
their next regatta on Sunday 13th December at 
Penrith. 

 

Water Polo 
There was no Water Polo in Term 3 due to COVID-19 but that changed on 4 
November when our junior and senior representative teams participated in the 
CGSSSA Water Polo Carnival at SOPAC. Our juniors competed in some good minor 
round games and only to be narrowly defeated in the semi-final. Our seniors made 
it all the way to the grand final, winning the CGSSSA championship. A fantastic effort 
all round girls.  Well done. 

 

 

 

 

Volleyball Grand Finals 
A special mention to all the girls who played grand 
final Volleyball in the stifling heat on Saturday, 
November 28.  The results of their efforts speak for 
themselves. 
Schols 1 - Silver Medallists 
Schols 2 - Bronze 
Schols 5 - Gold 
Schols 10 - Bronze 
Schols 13 - Gold 
Schols 14 - Silver 
A fantastic effort with great results. 
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Beach Volleyball 
Well done all the representative Volleyballers who attended the Schools' Beach 
Volleyball Cup at Manly Beach. Emily Mahaisavriya and Irene Vimolget were 
undefeated all day and won the gold medal for their division. 

CGSSSA Volleyball 
Both representative teams 
attended CGSSA Volleyball last 
week and both successfully made 
it into the finals.   They were 
beaten in the finals but runners 
up is a great result.   

 

Touch Football 
In another example of the 
College's recent sporting efforts, 
Schols 5 were runners up in the 
grand final. 
 

Swimming Carnival 
Well done to all the students who competed this week at Olympic Park. This 
carnival will be used as a pointer to representation at CGSSSA in 2021. 

 

Registration for Term 1 2021 Sport 
All students and carers should have received an email about sport for Term 1, 2021.girls can already register for 
the following sports:  AFL, Badminton, Basketball, Cricket, Dance, Dragon Boat Racing, Rugby 7s, Tennis, Touch 
Football, Volleyball, Yoga and Water Polo. 
 
In 2021 Schols will join IGSSA to create a number of new sporting opportunities:  

-    Tennis - Term 1 
-    Basketball and Football - Term 2 
-    Hockey, Netball and Athletics - Term 3 
-    Water Polo and Tennis - Term 4 

 
As you can see, the College sports' program is 
exciting and ambitious and we hope the 
increased number of opportunities will lead to 
more students taking part. 
 
Ms Jodie Osborne 
Sports Coordinator 
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Mrs Jo Cousins 
Careers Counsellor & VET Coordinator 
Available Mon/Tues/Wed/Friday 
Email: jcousins@scholastica.nsw.edu.au 
 
UNI 
 
University of Sydney – Mini 
Reminders: 
 
- Visual arts portfolio 
Submission deadline Friday 11 
December 
 
Want to do a STEM Degree at Uni?  

Here are 8 things you should know. 
Making the leap from school to uni 
is exciting but can be a steep 
learning curve. To help you get into 
the swing of things, we’ve put 
together this handy guide. 
https://careerswithstem.com.au/gu

ide-to-university/ 

 

ACU Scholarships are still open for 
2021 
Scholarships aren’t just for 
academically gifted students or 
those struggling financially – 
passion and dedication for your 
studies will take you most of the 
way. Find a scholarship to suit your 
needs, learn how to apply and hear 
from past recipients. Apply now:  
https://www.acu.edu.au/study-at-
acu/fees-and-
scholarships/scholarships 
 

 

ACU Pathways into teaching 
If you’re worried that you won’t be 
eligible for your preferred 
university course, don’t panic. ACU 
offers admission pathways 
providing you with alternative 
options if you didn’t get the score 
you need, haven’t done the 
prerequisites, or don’t meet some 
other requirement. 
Read more about some of the most 
common admission pathways to 
get into your dream course 
 

Western Sydney University 

Campus Tours - Find Yourself at 

Western 

Come and explore all Western has 
to offer. Prospective students, their 
family and the general public can 
take one of the guided Campus 

Tours and see what life at Western 
is really like. Tour lecture theatres, 
teaching spaces, stroll through 
campus libraries, and visit some of 
the world-class facilities where 
students gain practical experience. 
Register for a tour: 
westernsydney.edu.au/campustours 

 
University of Newcastle 
Undergraduate Info Session 
18 December. 10am to 2pm 
Join us virtually on Friday 18 
December between 10:00am – 
2:00pm and talk to our team about 
degrees, changing preferences, 
alternative entry options, 
accommodation and more. 
The Info Session will be held after 
ATARs are released and prior to the 
close of change of preferences for 
consideration in December Round 
2. 
Talk to our admissions team who 
can help you understand your 
adjusted ATAR and your options. 
If you are yet to apply and needing 
some extra advice, be sure to make 
a virtual appointment with our 
expert teams. 
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/eve
nts/future-students/2021-
undergraduate-info-session 
 
Explore your options at UTS Info 

Days! 

18 and 19 December 

Join us on campus and online over 
two days to learn more about your 
undergraduate study options, 
alternate admission pathways and 
get your last-minute questions 
answered before close of UAC 
preferences. 
https://infodays.uts.edu.au/ 

 
UTS New in 2021 
2020 has been a challenging year 
that has stressed the need to do 
things differently. That’s why FASS 
has launched a series of new 
courses in Teacher Education and 
Sustainability & Environment that 
will equip graduates with the skills, 

experience and adaptability not just 
for today, but for tomorrow and 
the long-term. 
 
UTS New - Bachelor of 

Sustainability and Environment 

This new combined degree engages 
students with the different 
dimensions of sustainability and the 
complexity of sustainable 
development. 
Students will study core subjects 
and choose electives from key 
streams and develop skills to tackle 
the complexity of achieving a 
sustainable future. 
Drawing on transdisciplinary 
innovation from across the 
university, graduates of the 
Bachelor of Sustainability and 
Environment will challenge the old 
and current paradigms of thinking 
and create innovative solutions. 
https://www.uts.edu.au/future-
students/international-
studies/undergraduate/courses/ba
chelor-sustainability-and-
environment 
 
C.A.S Hawker Scholarship 
Closes 8 January 
The Scholarship is available to 
Australian undergraduate and post-
graduate students. 
Scholarships are valued at up to 
$60,000 and contribute to the cost 
of residential fees. 
Successful applicants are those who 
most convincingly demonstrate 
their potential as a future leader, 
the contribution they have made to 
their school and community and 
their academic ability, in keeping 
with the example C.A.S. Hawker set 
as a leader and his contribution and 
service to Australia. 
Visit: 
http://www.hawkerscholarship.org
/ 
Apply here: 
https://www.hawkerscholarship.or
g/apply/ 
 

 

 

mailto:jcousins@scholastica.nsw.edu.au
https://theuniversityofsydney.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jutihtud-oijtlxddr-p/
https://theuniversityofsydney.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jutihtud-oijtlxddr-p/
https://careerswithstem.com.au/guide-to-university/
https://careerswithstem.com.au/guide-to-university/
https://www.acu.edu.au/study-at-acu/fees-and-scholarships/scholarships
https://www.acu.edu.au/study-at-acu/fees-and-scholarships/scholarships
https://www.acu.edu.au/study-at-acu/fees-and-scholarships/scholarships
https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=MzExNTYxNjM%3AMDItYjIwMzIyLThmMjU3OTE2Mzg3NTQ2MDZiYzYwMTI1ZTE4Y2RhYjJk%3AZ2FyeS5ncmFudEBqb2JqdW1wLmNvbS5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC01MDAzYjIyN2JkM2ZlNTExODEwOGM0MzQ2YmFjM2U2OC0yNDhiMWViYjVjODU0NDlhOWJhZDE1N2NlODRlN2U0Yw%3AZmFsc2U%3AMTc%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWN1LmVkdS5hdS9zdHVkeS1hdC1hY3UvYWRtaXNzaW9uLXBhdGh3YXlzP19jbGRlZT1aMkZ5ZVM1bmNtRnVkRUJxYjJKcWRXMXdMbU52YlM1aGRRJTNkJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtNTAwM2IyMjdiZDNmZTUxMTgxMDhjNDM0NmJhYzNlNjgtMjQ4YjFlYmI1Yzg1NDQ5YTliYWQxNTdjZTg0ZTdlNGMmZXNpZD0zZDExMjlhOS0yNzI5LWViMTEtYTgxMy0wMDIyNDg1NTkzM2Q&K=XcfUZLlT7Cajk3ngLhUvXg
https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=MzExNTYxNjM%3AMDItYjIwMzIyLThmMjU3OTE2Mzg3NTQ2MDZiYzYwMTI1ZTE4Y2RhYjJk%3AZ2FyeS5ncmFudEBqb2JqdW1wLmNvbS5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC01MDAzYjIyN2JkM2ZlNTExODEwOGM0MzQ2YmFjM2U2OC0yNDhiMWViYjVjODU0NDlhOWJhZDE1N2NlODRlN2U0Yw%3AZmFsc2U%3AMTc%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWN1LmVkdS5hdS9zdHVkeS1hdC1hY3UvYWRtaXNzaW9uLXBhdGh3YXlzP19jbGRlZT1aMkZ5ZVM1bmNtRnVkRUJxYjJKcWRXMXdMbU52YlM1aGRRJTNkJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtNTAwM2IyMjdiZDNmZTUxMTgxMDhjNDM0NmJhYzNlNjgtMjQ4YjFlYmI1Yzg1NDQ5YTliYWQxNTdjZTg0ZTdlNGMmZXNpZD0zZDExMjlhOS0yNzI5LWViMTEtYTgxMy0wMDIyNDg1NTkzM2Q&K=XcfUZLlT7Cajk3ngLhUvXg
https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=MzExNTYxNjM%3AMDItYjIwMzIyLThmMjU3OTE2Mzg3NTQ2MDZiYzYwMTI1ZTE4Y2RhYjJk%3AZ2FyeS5ncmFudEBqb2JqdW1wLmNvbS5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC01MDAzYjIyN2JkM2ZlNTExODEwOGM0MzQ2YmFjM2U2OC0yNDhiMWViYjVjODU0NDlhOWJhZDE1N2NlODRlN2U0Yw%3AZmFsc2U%3AMTc%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWN1LmVkdS5hdS9zdHVkeS1hdC1hY3UvYWRtaXNzaW9uLXBhdGh3YXlzP19jbGRlZT1aMkZ5ZVM1bmNtRnVkRUJxYjJKcWRXMXdMbU52YlM1aGRRJTNkJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtNTAwM2IyMjdiZDNmZTUxMTgxMDhjNDM0NmJhYzNlNjgtMjQ4YjFlYmI1Yzg1NDQ5YTliYWQxNTdjZTg0ZTdlNGMmZXNpZD0zZDExMjlhOS0yNzI5LWViMTEtYTgxMy0wMDIyNDg1NTkzM2Q&K=XcfUZLlT7Cajk3ngLhUvXg
http://westernsydney.edu.au/campustours
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/events/future-students/2021-undergraduate-info-session
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/events/future-students/2021-undergraduate-info-session
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/events/future-students/2021-undergraduate-info-session
https://infodays.uts.edu.au/
https://www.uts.edu.au/about/faculty-arts-and-social-sciences/news/courses-changed-world
https://www.uts.edu.au/about/faculty-arts-and-social-sciences/news/courses-changed-world
https://www.uts.edu.au/future-students/international-studies/undergraduate/courses/bachelor-sustainability-and-environment
https://www.uts.edu.au/future-students/international-studies/undergraduate/courses/bachelor-sustainability-and-environment
https://www.uts.edu.au/future-students/international-studies/undergraduate/courses/bachelor-sustainability-and-environment
https://www.uts.edu.au/future-students/international-studies/undergraduate/courses/bachelor-sustainability-and-environment
https://www.uts.edu.au/future-students/international-studies/undergraduate/courses/bachelor-sustainability-and-environment
http://www.hawkerscholarship.org/
http://www.hawkerscholarship.org/
https://www.hawkerscholarship.org/apply/
https://www.hawkerscholarship.org/apply/


19 

TAFE 
NSW Smart and Skilled 
Get the skills you need. Find 
government subsidised courses and 
training providers near your 
location. 
https://smartandskilled.nsw.gov.au/ 
 

COLLEGES 

 
AFFTT Join us from 5pm on 
Thursday, 21st January 2020! 5pm 
to 7pm 
If you’re searching for information 
about a career in Film, Acting or 
Theatre Production then join us to 
learn how to build your creative 
future. 
Different to an Open Day, our 
Information Night will provide you 
with a more intimate and relaxed 
setting for you to ask our 
admissions advisors, department 
heads, alumni and students any 
questions you might have about 
studying at AFTT or pursuing a 
career in one of these growing 
industries. 
We'll take you on a quick tour of 
our campus before delving into the 
details of our courses, career 
opportunities, application 
processes, FEE-HELP opportunities 
and study timetables.  
https://www.aftt.edu.au/events/op
en-days/january-information-
session 
 
AFTT Scholarships 

AFTT introduces two new Diploma 

scholarships; 1. Scholarship for 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

(ATSI) students; and 2. Creativity 

out of Adversity scholarship Explore 

your passion and talents and to 

fulfil your potential. Apply for a 

scholarship to study at AFTT today.  

https://www.aftt.edu.au/admission

s/domestic-stude 

AFTT New Acting Degree 
The Academy of Film, Theatre and 
Television (AFTT) introduces the 
freshest new acting degree in 
Australia: BACHELOR OF CREATIVES 
ARTS (ACTING) Duration: 2 
academic years | 6 trimesters | 14 
weeks per trimester Intakes: 
February, May & September 
Delivery: On-campus. Applications 
open. 
https://www.aftt.edu.au/contact-
us/application-form  
 
NIDA – Years 7 to 10 - Summer 
Holiday Workshops December to 
January 2021 Holiday Courses 
Spend a week exploring 
performance for both stage and 
screen in this practical introduction 
to acting. Develop skills in 
improvisation, text analysis and 
script work then apply these skills 
to an on-screen performance. This 
course includes a session on 
auditions and screen tests. 
Course components 

• Craft: Participate in improvised 
scene work to develop basic 
acting and improvisation 
technique 

• Technique: Practice acting to 
camera techniques. Discover 
the difference between live and 
recorded performance craft. 

• Text interpretation: Bring to life 
through the application of 
acting technique a short written 
text for live and recorded 
performance. 

• Character Development: 
Develop and record a character 
from a scripted scene. 

• Audition Practice: Participate in 
simulated live auditions and 
screen tests. 

https://www.open.nida.edu.au/cou
rse/OHSSS710 
 
NIDA – Years 11 and 12 - Summer 
Holiday Workshops December to 
January 2021 Holiday Courses 
Sharpen your performance skills 
through a comprehensive 
workshop with a theatre 
practitioner drawing on NIDA acting 
techniques. Develop key principles 
of actor training, and extend into 
characterisation and scenework. 
Interpret, rehearse and present 
some of the most exciting writing 
produced for young people today. 
Course components 

• Apply key principles of NIDA 
Acting Techniques in scripted 
performance 

• Develop engaging characters 
through improvisation and 
rehearsal processes 

• Collaborate with a creative 
team to engage audiences and 
bring stories to the stage 

https://www.open.nida.edu.au/cou
rse/OHNA1112 
 
Torrens University Australia knows 

passion unlocks potential, not an 

ATAR score  

Torrens University Australia has 

always believed that ATAR is not a 

true representation of a student's 

future success. So we've removed it 

as an entry requirement, for good. 

Individuality of the student, their 

strengths, and future potential is a 

better indication of how they might 

succeed in higher education. Learn 

more:  

https://www.torrens.edu.au/low-

atar-high-passion 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

https://smartandskilled.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.aftt.edu.au/events/open-days/january-information-session
https://www.aftt.edu.au/events/open-days/january-information-session
https://www.aftt.edu.au/events/open-days/january-information-session
https://www.aftt.edu.au/admissions/domestic-stude
https://www.aftt.edu.au/admissions/domestic-stude
https://www.aftt.edu.au/contact-us/application-form
https://www.aftt.edu.au/contact-us/application-form
https://www.open.nida.edu.au/course/OHSSS710
https://www.open.nida.edu.au/course/OHSSS710
https://www.open.nida.edu.au/course/OHNA1112
https://www.open.nida.edu.au/course/OHNA1112
https://www.torrens.edu.au/low-atar-high-passion
https://www.torrens.edu.au/low-atar-high-passion
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All fittings are by appointment only 

Please call Customer Services on:  02 8337 7290, between 10am and 4pm 

or go to: ranier.com.au/contact  or:  shop.ranier.com.au 

Holiday Trading Hours 

Tuesday 12th January 9am to 1pm 

Tuesday 19th January 9am to 3pm 

Thursday 21st January  9am to 3pm 

Wednesday 27th January  9am to 3pm 

Normal days of trading: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9am-2pm 

Uniforms are generally available for purchase on the day of fitting. 
An order will be placed for any items not available. 

Summer and winter uniforms will be fitted. 

We ask all families and students to comply with COVID-

safe rules of social distancing; keeping to one customer 

(family) in the shop at a time; to sanitise hands at the 

hand sanitising station at the entrance of the shop.   

 Thank you for your co-operation and understanding. 
 

 
To ensure the health and safety of staff and students, you may shop online and collect 
instore to reduce points of contact. 

 

Click & Collect uniforms at ranier.com.au  
(College password: stschol2037) 

 

To book appointments online: 

1. Visit shop.ranier.com.au; 

2. Click on Book Appointments in the lower right-hand corner 

3. Enter the school password   stschol2037 

If you have a question or to book a fitting appointment, please contact Customer Services on: 
Ph: 02 8337 7290 or click here: 

ranier.com.au/contact  

 
 

For all enquiries about purchasing second-hand uniforms, please send an 

email to Marcella: uniformroom@scholastica.nsw.edu.au or call the  

Front Office on 9660 2622 

 

https://www.ranier.com.au/contact
https://shop.ranier.com.au/login
file:///C:/Users/cwalker/Desktop/ranier.com.au
https://shop.ranier.com.au/
https://www.ranier.com.au/contact
mailto:uniformroom@scholastica.nsw.edu.au

